“Io build peace, it is
hard but not impossible.

We have to do it.”

Children and young people as actors in
peace processes and peace building

@ Save the Children



”’Children and

young people
want peace, help

us to build it.”

“I wished good
things only for me
and my family, now
| wish for peace for

the world.”




Dear reader

In the first part of this publication children and
young people tell about their involvement in
peace building and what they are doing, why they
are committed to this, what they have achieved

and their future plans and dreams.They are
members of child clubs and organizations in Save
the Children’s programs in more than 20 coun-
tries worldwide.They have participated in local,
national and regional workshops, some have
attended a global workshop and a few young
people from four countries will be representing
their regions in the UN side event in New York
in 2012.

In the second part of this publication we in Save
the Children present our approach to support
children and young people’s participation in
peace building. The core of our work is that

this is child-led, gives ownership to knowledge
and information to the youth themselves; and

is action-oriented. Examples of children’s con-
tribution to peace building in achievements and
results are presented.VVe also look into possible
future challenges and commitments for adults to

respond to children and young people’s strong
longing for peace and their readiness to be
involved in peace processes and peace building.

This includes working towards a UN Resolution
on children, youth and peace building.

Oslo, 24" of August 2012
Annette Giertsen
Save the Children
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In diverse settings around the world
(in Africa, Asia, Latin America, Middle East
and Europe) children and young people are
actively involved in defending their rights and
are taking action to promote and sustain
peace in their families, schools, communities
and in wider society.

Children are promoting awareness and di-
alogue on peace through discussions, paint-
ings, drama, rallies, songs, magazines, tradi-
tional ceremonies and radio programs. They
are working to prevent violence and conflict
by encouraging their parents or caregiv-

ers and teachers to use positive discipline
approaches and to resolve conflicts through
good communication; and through their en-
gagement in conflict resolution especially in
schools. Through their Child Groups they are

change from
the bottom of my
heart in order to
change others.”

addressing discrimination based on gender,
caste, ethnicity, religion, disability, income and
other factors; and children are reaching out
to include and support their

peers from marginalized

backgrounds,
we are doing

including
former child
combatants.

Children are

also actively partici-
pating in local and na-
tional governance mech-
anisms to influence practices

and policies affecting them, and they have
been consulted on constitutional processes
(for example in Nepal and Zimbabwe) and in
peace processes (for example in Uganda).



The adults are
always fighting. We,
children, are not thinking
of differences so we are
working together to come up
with a plan to stop this, we
come up with activities”

Peace is important to children. They
have expressed a desire to end violent

conflict, insecurity, violence, discrimination “We kn ow
and inequality that have negatively affected
their lives and the lives of their families that we have

and community members. Children to start W’th

seek a peaceful life where they can
Wh live without fear of violence or Ourselves
conflict, and where basic services

we are suzhhas Ie:ucatizn, protfedctllon | ’f we want
. . and health, can be provided to a
do’ng thls citizens without discrimination or to make a
corruption.They dream of homes, Chang'e ’n thls
schools, communities and societies .
where the rights of every girl, boy, man sometimes

and woman are respected; where their
voices are heard in decisions affecting them;
where they experience security, care and
protection; and a green environment.

unfair world.”



Children and young people’s
participation in peace building con-
tributes to positive changes in the lives
of children (individually and collectively),
families, schools, and communities.

Benefits to individual children include: Increased
self-confidence to raise their voices for
peace and other matters concerning them;
Increased communication, problem-solving,
conflict resolution and negotiation skills;
Increased consideration of other people’s
needs and views.

Benefits to children through peer support and
collective initiatives: Reduction in violence,
abuse, discrimination and early marriage;
Increased access to education (for example
for working children in Afghanistan, former
child combatants in Nepal); Children’s views
are more respected by adults.

“We
deal with
the issues
ourselves.”

we have

achieve

Achievements in families: Im-

proved communication among

parents and children and increased respect
for children’s views; Reduction in corporal
punishment and family violence or conflict.

Achievements in schools: Schools are more
safe and inclusive; Reduction in corporal
punishment and discrimination in schools;
Increased conflict-mediation by children; And
children’s views are heard.

Achievements in communities: Increased aware-
ness on peace and child rights; Reductions

in violence, abuse and discrimination facing
children in the community; Increased respect
for children’s views.



“Teachers are
no longer bringing
beating sticks to
the classroom.”

| i \‘ )lll "“
When provided with space and opportunities to par-
ticipate in local and national governance mechanisms, chil-
dren and young people are also able to influence agendas

and action on children’s rights and peace. Key achievements
include:

A children’s radio program in South Sudan inspired the gov-
ernor to take action to ensure the release and family reinte-
gration of abducted children.

Through National Children’s Forums and meetings with
government officials children have influenced government
action planning to reduce violence against children (Roma-
nia, Myanmar).

Children have informed the new Constitution (Zimbabwe, Ne-
pal), including increased attention to the needs of orphans
and vulnerable children (Zimbabwe).

Children’s views influenced the draft peace agreement agenda
concerning reconciliation and accountability (Uganda).

“One day in 1991
my father was killed
by the LRA rebels
whereby | was having
feelings of revenge.
But when | joined
the peace club and
attended some work-
shops | realised that
revenge is very bad.

| have changed from
the spirit of revenge
to reconciliation and
forgiveness. Now
there is peace in my
heart.”



Children and young people are inspired and
dedicated to continue their peace work.Their future
plans in diverse contexts encompass a focus on:

* Individual responsibilities to non-violence, to treat
others with respect, and to be active agents
of peace and good role-models to others O
in their families, schools and communi- ur

ties.
* Strengthening inclusive children’s groups 1 u tu r e

and partnerships with adults to better P lans and
assert their rights, to address discrimi- d
nation and contribute to peace building reams

at different levels.

* Increasing children and young people’s capaci-
ty on peace building skills and share with peers

* Reducing violence and discrimination in families,
schools, communities and wider society

¢ Continuing children’s media initiatives on peace; and
developing child friendly materials.

* Advocacy for children’s representation and participation
in local governance and national governance on issues
affecting them, including peace and reconciliation
processes.

* Advocacy for government budgets (especially at local
governance level) for child and youth led action
initiatives on child rights and peace building.

* Strengthening local, national, regional and global net-
works among children and young people for expe-
rience sharing, learning and joint advocacy on child
rights and peace building.

* Advocacy for a UN resolution on children, youth and
peace building

“We should work
with children for
children so that the
shadow of the past
does not hinder our
future*
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This timeline
shows the long
term process
of Save the
Children’s
work with
children and
young people’s
participation in
peace building
from 2006 till
today.

Timeline

This long

term process
provides a solid
foundation for
a sustained,
genuine and
meaningful
participation
of children and
young people
in peace
processes and
peace building.

WHAT

Introductory workshop:
Evaluation and research on
children’s participation in
armed conflict, post conflict
and peace building

WHO

Children and young people
from child clubs and groups
from Nepal, Uganda,
Bosnia-Herzegovina,
Guatemala

WHERE

Uganda

ACHIEVEMENTS

Familiarized with the
evaluation and research,
objective and method

WHAT

| Consultation with children &
young people on issue and
method

2 national workshop training
on participatory tools +
national workshop to ensure
quality of information

3 innumerable local work-
shops and activities to apply
tools

WHO ® WHAT

Prepared national reports and
global publications including a

| Children, young people in
clubs and groups

2 children, young people and global report
adults trained at workshops p
3 children young people ® WHO

applying tools with their peers
in their clubs and groups,
villages, neighborhoods

Evaluators and Save the
Children staff; 2 global
consultants

20

WHERE

® WHERE

Nepal, Uganda, Bosnia-

Nepal, Uganda, Bosnia-
Herzegovina, Guatemala

Herzegovina, Guatemala

ACHIEVEMENTS ® ACHIEVEMENTS

Documented children’s
experiences, thoughts and
feelings, ideas and proposals;
each country prepared
Children’s Memorandum

Country reports, global
report, summary global report,
children and young people’s
Peace Album, Kit of tools,
Ethical guidelines, Searching
ok in peace



 WHAT

Global launch of report and
publications and closing
workshop

> WHO

Four children and young
people and two adults from
the following countries: Nepal,
Uganda, Bosnia-Herzegovina
and Guatemala. In addition to
SC staff and external guests
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) WHERE
Oslo

) ACHIEVEMENTS

Spread the report and
publications; summing up of
evaluation and research

WHAT

Four regional workshops to
strengthen participation and
introduce / strengthen work
on peace building

WHO

Children, young people and
adults representing 5-6
countries in each region.The
four workshops covered: Asia,
Africa, Latin America and
South East Europe together
with the Middle East.

WHERE

Nepal, Uganda, Bosnia-
Herzegovina, Guatemala

ACHIEVEMENTS

Status children’s participation;
learnt tools for improving
quality in participation; key
concept of peace building;
ﬁég_ipn plans for clubs and
groups; Peace messages;
starting regional network-

3

WHAT

Four regional workshops; tools
to improve quality on partici-
pation and peace building,
sustainability

WHO

Children, young people and
adults representing 4-5
countries in each region.The
four workshops covered Asia,
Africa, Latin America and
South East Europe together
with the Middle East.

WHERE

Colombia, Nepal, Ethiopia,
Romania

ACHIEVEMENTS

Documented peace building
experiences; tools for improv-
ing quality; applying peace
concepts; action plans for
clubs and groups; Peace
messages; continued work on
regional network

[ ]

WHAT

Global workshop: Children and
young people as actors in peace
building. Preparing advocacy
work at local, national, regional
and global level; organizing
Peace Dialogue Festival

WHO

Children, young people and
adults from 14 countries from
Asia, Africa, Latin America,
North and South East Europe
and the Middle East

WHERE
Oslo

ACHIEVEMENTS

Documentation on children
and young people’s status on
their peace building initiatives;
letter to the UN Secretary
General. Publication: Global
Story Book
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Supporting children and young
pbeople’s peace building

Save the Children’s approach

Children are deeply affected by
armed conflicts, and by the violence that
follows them. In order not to inherit the
hate, chaos and destruction caused by war; it
is imperative that the young generation has
some ownership of the processes towards
achieving peace and reconciliation, and that
their capacity to participate in and contrib-
ute to such processes is both recognized and
supported.

Children’s initiatives in peace building can
have enormous impact on improving their
everyday life situation and in fulfilling their
rights, increasing security in communities,
reconstructing their society and supporting
reconciliation and reintegration.

In 2006 Save the Children began to explore
and assess children’s participation in peace
building. An evaluation which addressed
children and young people’s longing for peace
and for taking part in peace building, was
organised. Children in Guatemala, Uganda,
Bosnia-Herzegovina and Nepal participated
in collecting and analysing their experiences
and reflections about violent conflicts, post
violent conflict situations and peace building.

Our work is characterised by three compo-
nents: it is child-led, it emphasizes owner-

ship of information and knowledge, and it is
action-oriented. Child-led means being based
on children and young people’s concerns and
proposals. This work builds on their key pri-
orities. Through Formative Dialogue Research, a
method intending to give people, in our case
children and young people, opportunities to
improve knowledge and recognition, children
and young people have been involved in col-
lecting and processing information.We have
organised training on participatory tools to
improve their abilities to map and report
significant experiences and aspects of their
lives. By using these tools, they have achieved
a deeper recognition of their situations and
also of the recent or ongoing armed conflicts
in their countries.

The participatory tools have also improved
the possibilities for many of the children and
young people to find ways of dealing with
atrocities they had experienced. These chang-
es were immense and impressive, especially
for those who had been involved in armed
groups and acted as child soldiers.The chang-
es gave hope and a direction for the future;
young people became actors in construct-
ing their lives and societies and they saw
themselves as agents of peace.To be able to
collect and process information, and to do it
collectively in groups, has been an enormous



inspiration to them.
The processes have led
to new ideas, which were
discussed and some developed

into plans and actions.The method opened
up for impatient young people to put their
ideas into practice.

The work builds on ongoing initiatives, ideas,
commitment and efforts of several children’s
groups and organisations; movements and
networks, and cover today more than 20
countries. The activities are contextualized,
firmly situated in their situations and experi-
ences, which is a way of promoting sustain-
ability as well as avoiding risks and improving
safety. In 2010 and 201 | Save the Children
organised regional workshops with the ob-
jective to support children and young people
from Asia, Africa, Latin America, and South
East Europe and Middle East to share experi-

“As a
peace worker
| would like to say
that conflict is normal, it
is not the same as violence.
We have conflicts all the
time.What matters is how
we deal with them.”

Kai Brand-Jacobsen,
adult peace worker

ences and knowledge and
to support their creativity,
analysis and action as actors in

peace building at different levels. An-
other intention has been to increase recogni-
tion of adult support for meaningful, inclusive
and safe ways for children and young people
to participate in peace building and peace
processes at all levels.

In 2012 a global workshop was organised
where children and young people from |3
countries met in Oslo.Together they anal-
ysed key achievements, gaps and recommen-
dations to strengthen their peace building
initiatives at different levels. They also identi-
fied issues they wanted to present to deci-
sion-makers in national, regional and global
contexts to increase support for children
and young people’s role in peace building.

13
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Achievements and results

Our experience shows that children and young people can be active par-
ticipants in peace building and contribute substantially to peace in differ-
ent situations, in armed conflicts, post war and situations with no open
violent conflict. From the examples below we see that building peace is a
steady ongoing work in everyday life.

Support reconciliation and reintegration. After violent events it is important
to restore values of civil society, and to repair the wounds by recreat-
ing trust and showing that we may believe in each other. In Uganda and
Nepal young people have promoted reconciliation when they prepared
families and communities to receive children who had been abducted by
rebel groups, some of them had acted as child soldiers. Reconciliation
also took place when peace club members in Uganda met youth soldiers
with forgiveness and opened up for them to be full members of the
clubs.

Restore social relations. In Bosnia-Herzegovina young people restored
social relations when they organized a round table conference with com-
munity and religious leaders to make the grown-ups aware of the strong
impact that the massacre a generation ago had made on them.

Increase security. Peace has to be taken care of. In Nepal children and
young people increased security when they stood up against rebel
groups trying to recruit them.And also when they negotiated with rebel
groups and managed to release abducted young people.

Do mediation. Peace has to be preserved again and again, in everyday life:
In Uganda young people have acted as mediators in their local communi-
ties and also in sensitive situations as within families.

Exercise the right to be heard. Rebuilding society has to do with the right
to have a voice and build institutions. In Nepal children and young people
stood up to be heard.They asked for a meeting with the local rebel lead-
er who had stopped their campaign on primary education for all. They

were listened to and the campaign could continue. %/ PEACE CLUBS

AS ARENA FOR

. . . “.| RECONCILIATION
Influence national politics. In Nepal children and young people were AND REINTEGRA-

involved in the Constitutional Election process. Representatives from TION
children’s clubs in 48 districts participated in a national children’s confer- 3
ence in December 2007 where they developed a declaration, which was
presented to various political parties. In April 2008, prior to the consti-
tutional election representatives from different political parties signed a
joint declaration of commitment to children.




SUPPORT
REINTEGRATION

DIALOGUE
GROUPSWITH
CHILDREN,YOUNG
PEOPLE AND
ADULTS
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Looking forward

“We have to work together, we must speak up
for ourselves, we need to be creative and to
participate, and to cooperate, and to continue

even though it’s difficult”

Summing up at the global workshop in Oslo

Adults’ challenge: Children and young
people have capacities and strong desire to
contribute to peace.The challenge goes to
us as adults to find ways of supporting them
in dealing with violence we leave to them
and in managing conflicts before they esca-

late into armed fighting.
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This letter was prepared by
children and young people from
14 countries during the global
workshop in Oslo in May 2012
and expresses their readiness

to work with adults for a more
peaceful world.Three key issues
are raised: Education: Money
used for weapon should be
spent on appropriate educa-
tion for every child worldwide;
Farticipation: Children and
young people’s participation is
vital, this includes participation
in peace processes and peace
building; Safety and security:
Work with adults to put an end
to violence and ensure chil-
dren and youth live in safe and
secure families, communities,
countries and regions all over
the world. The letter is available
at www.reddbarna.no/chp

We want to challenge the idea that issues
such as armed conflicts, peace building,
reconciliation and mediation are too difficult

and important for children and young people

to get involved in and that they should not

be burdened by adults’ responsibilities. Ve

participation.

want to encourage adults to develop ex-
ploratory attitudes of finding ways to listen
to, communicate and have true dialogue
with children, and to involve them according
to their capacities, meaningful and ethical



http://www.reddbarna.no/chp

“I have one principle —
you are not allowed to say
that it is an accident if children

are killed.You are not allowed
to blame other grownups if you
are killing children.”
State Secretary Arvin Gadgil,

Norwegian Ministry
of Development

We want to chc nge the way children
and young people are regarded, so that
their resources, energy and creativity are
recognized, that they are considered as
active members of society, considered as
vital participants in peace processes and
peace building, in reconciliation and conflict
prevention and transformation.

A decade ago, during the international cam-
paign to include women in peace processes,
a central argument said that half of the pop-
ulation was excluded from such processes.

“We need the brave

voices to help us identify

thing to do.”

State Secretary Gry Larsen,
Norwegian Foreign Ministry

Considering also young people as
part of the population we may say that
a significant part of the people is still ex-
cluded from these processes. Hopefully, the
time will soon come so that young people’s
insights and efforts will be recognized and
included in peace processes in the world.
Important initiatives are made at grassroots
and national levels; however there is also a
need for international support and commit-
ment. Our hope is that UN members will
commit themselves to including children and
young people in peace processes and peace
building. To ensure sustainability of this we
see a need for a UN resolution on Children,
youth and peace building.

young voices to help us in the
work and we need the young

what is the most important

17
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If you want to read more and watch films

2012 Children and young people as actors
in peace building PUBLICATIONS

Global Story Book. Children and young people as
actors in peace building. A book of children and
young people’s peace building initiatives from 24
countries.

Children and Armed Conflict. Child Friendly Version of
the UN Security Council Resolution 1612

Peace and Security, Women and Girls. Child Friendly
Version of the UN Security Council Resolution 1325

2010 - 2012 Looking forward: Building
peace - Children and young people’s
initiatives FILMS

Four films portraying the regional workshops (30
min.) for Asia, Africa, Latin America and South
East Europe and the Middle East (2010). Each
documentary provides an in-depth story of the
evolvement of the workshops and how Save the
Children has been working with children’s partici-
pation in peace building.

One film presenting the four regional workshops

(30 min.) This film gives an overview of the four
regional workshops.

A film for advocacy purposes (6 min.) portraying
Save the Children work on children’s participation
in peace building.

A film for advocacy towards the UN (3 min.)
addressing a call for a UN Resolution on children,
youth and peace building.

2009 Adults’ war and young
generation’s peace PUBLICATIONS

Global Report of the Evaluation of children’s partic-
ipation in armed conflict, post conflict and peace
building.

Summary of the Global Report of the Evaluation

of children’s participation in armed conflict, post
conflict and peace building.

Executive Summary of the Global Report of the Eval-
uation of children’s participation in armed conflict,
post conflict and peace building.

| painted peace - a Handbook on peace building for
children and young people.

In this handbook you will find examples of peace
building from children and young people in four
different countries. They present experiences,
achievements and plans.The handbook may be
used by children and young people in other coun-
tries in their efforts to contribute to peace.

Kit of Tools for participatory research and evaluation
with children, young people and adults.

The tools have been used and assessed by chil-
dren, young people and adults during the evalua-
tion on children’s participation in armed conflict,
post conflict and peace building. The tools may

be used in different contexts and for different
purposes.

Searching together - Formative Dialogue Research
made easy.

In this publication you can read about the method
called Formative Dialogue Research. It is the
result of a collective process to understand the
method and includes examples from children and
young people in Bosnia-Herzegovina, Guatemala,
Nepal and Uganda.

Ethical guidelines

These guidelines will help support adults working
with children and young people to ensure that
their participation is ethical, meaningful and inclu-
sive. The guidelines have been developed together
with children and young people.The publication
includes scenarios of different situations and from
different countries to exemplify dilemmas and use
of the guidelines.

2009 Publication by
children and young people

Children and young people’s Peace Album

Children and young people members of Peace
Clubs in Northern Uganda, took the initiative of
making their own Peace Albums.The idea was
shared with the other peace and child clubs and
groups in the countries involved in the global
evaluation on children’s participation. This global
Peace Album consists of stories, poems, songs and
drawings from children and young people in the
four countries.

2008 Adults’ war and young
generation’s peace COUNTRY REPORTS

Bosnia-Herzegovina: Children’s participation in
armed conflict and peace building

Guatemala: Children’s participation in armed con-
flict and peace building context

Nepal: Thematic Evaluation of Children’s Partici-
pation in Armed Conflict, Post Conflict and Peace
Building

Uganda: Thematic Evaluation of Children’s Partici-
pation in Armed Conflict, Post Conflict and Peace
Building

All publications can be found on
www.reddbarna.no/chp


http://www.reddbarna.no/Media/topicn_temp/215892.pdf
http://www.reddbarna.no/Media/topicn_temp/215739.pdf
http://www.reddbarna.no/Media/topicn_temp/215740.pdf
http://intra.reddbarna.no/default.asp?HMFILE=130235
http://intra.reddbarna.no/default.asp?HMFILE=130234
http://intra.reddbarna.no/default.asp?V_ITEM_ID=123047
http://intra.reddbarna.no/default.asp?HMFILE=130233
http://intra.reddbarna.no/default.asp?HMFILE=130236
http://intra.reddbarna.no/default.asp?HMFILE=130236
http://www.reddbarna.no/Media/topicn_temp/DOCS-121388-v1-TE_GP_kitoftools-web_1__pdf.pdf
http://www.reddbarna.no/Media/topicn_temp/DOCS-121388-v1-TE_GP_kitoftools-web_1__pdf.pdf
http://intra.reddbarna.no/default.asp?HMFILE=121388
http://intra.reddbarna.no/default.asp?HMFILE=121387
http://intra.reddbarna.no/default.asp?HMFILE=121387
http://intra.reddbarna.no/default.asp?HMFILE=130232
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