
 

Report 

ANALYSIS OF CHILD-SENSITIVE SOCIAL 
PROTECTION IN MALAWI 



Child-Sensitive Social Protection in Malawi: Analysis and Recommendations 

 



Child-Sensitive Social Protection in Malawi: Analysis and Recommendations 

 

1 Not all deprivations are measured for each life cycle stage. Only those deprivations shown in the Chart are measured for the respective life cycle stage.  
2 Marginalised children refers to those who face barriers to participation and development that are not purely economic, but also political, social and cultural.   
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3 In addition, there are two optional CODI performance criteria: cost-effectiveness (both for those financing and for those benefiting from a programme) and 
incentive compatibility (whether the system’s programmes generate distortionary effects). The official ISPA documentation states that these criteria are optional 
and are dependent on available evidence. Given the lack of evidence against these criteria in the case of Malawi, they have been excluded from this assessment.  
4 UNICEF. 2014. Assessing child-sensitivity in social protection. UNICEF Regional Office of South Asia. Kathmandu, Nepal.  
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5 United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Population Division. 2017. Household Size and Composition Around the World 2017 – Data Booklet 
(ST/ESA/ SER.A/405). Page 12. Available at 
https://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/publications/pdf/ageing/household_size_and_composition_around_the_world_2017_data_booklet.pdf 
6 Personal correspondence with WFP Malawi.  
7 Author’s calculations based on 442,000 children in FFA households and assuming Enhanced Public Works Program proceeds in 2020-21 with a maximum of 
35,000 households. Calculations also assume that all children in beneficiary households are living in multidimensional poverty. 

https://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/publications/pdf/ageing/household_size_and_composition_around_the_world_2017_data_booklet.pdf
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Table 2: Number of children in households benefiting from social protection programmes 
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8 A similar recommendation is made within the context of section 3.7.  
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9 Source: SCTP MIS as at February 2020. 
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10 The program completion report of the DFID-funded Keeping Girls in School Programme (2012-2018) is informative. It is available at this link: 
http://iati.dfid.gov.uk/iati_documents/44122320.odt 
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11 The MIS for the World Bank funded public works program is interoperable with the UBR, meaning that it would be possible to identify public works households 
in the UBR and the number of children recorded in each household. The database used by WFP for its programming, SCOPE, is not currently interoperable with 
the UBR.  
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12 The number of children in SCTP households in Thyolo is drawn from SCTP MIS as of February 2020. The estimated number of children living in 
multidimensional poverty is based on a rate of 60 percent out of the total number of children in Malawi as per the 2018 Census (8.9 million).  
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13 Save the Children. 2019. “Child Sensitive Graduation Programming Design.” Available at: 
https://resourcecentre.savethechildren.net/library/child-sensitive-graduation-programming-design-guidance-brief-country-offices 

https://resourcecentre.savethechildren.net/library/child-sensitive-graduation-programming-design-guidance-brief-country-offices
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1. Address the low coverage of children in social protection, potentially through trialling categorical 
approaches to targeting.  

2. Introduce nutrition-sensitive social protection initiatives with a focus on the first 1,000 days.  

3. Develop a road map to improve education outcomes for social protection beneficiaries.  

4. Establish a credible government-led financing strategy for social protection.    

5. Strengthen social accountability mechanisms, including for children. 
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https://www.brunel.ac.uk/research/Projects/pdf/Policy-Brief-8-Malawi.pub.pdf
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https://www.worldbank.org/en/country/malawi/publication/realizing-the-potential-of-safety-nets-in-malawi
https://www.worldbank.org/en/country/malawi/publication/realizing-the-potential-of-safety-nets-in-malawi
http://pubdocs.worldbank.org/en/144601572882286100/Pensions-Expenditure-10242019-to-upload.xlsx
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