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Summary of our history in the
oPt over the last five decades

(Arabic version below)

Save the Children Sweden (SCS) “Radda Barnen”
implemented its first activities in the occupied Palestinian
territory (oPt) in 1963, when we supported the establishment of
a vocational training centre in Jericho.

In the early 70s the focus of Save the Children - then called
Radda Barnen, our Swedish name - was mainly charity-based. We
focused on education and inclusive education and we worked
with disabled children in private charity Community Based
Organizations (CBOs), in Gaza and the West Bank. We
cooperated with UNRWA in schools in the West Bank and Gaza
and implemented programmes targeting physically and mentally
disabled children, with a focus on inclusion, which was quite
revolutionary at the time. Children learned how to interact in
group situations and developed motor skills through arts and
crafts. They were also offered vocational training preparing them
for the job market.

In the 80s, we focused on services and charity activities and
implemented projects together with UNRWA targeting refugees.
We worked with women and children and also continued our
projects with children with special needs.

In the early 90s, SCS adopted a rights-based approach in
programme development, gradually incorporating advocacy into
our work. After the ratification of the Convention of the Rights
of the Child by Israel, and the endorsement by the Palestinian
Authority, our approach became fully rights-based. During the
first Intifada, SCS was the first one to publish a two-part study
on the “Status of Palestinian children during the uprising in the
occupied territories,” a groundbreaking overview of children’s
rights violations. The impact of the publication of this report,
combined with the establishment of the Palestinian Authority,
and thus the expectation that the PA would be able to take over
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our work, led to a temporary closure of our office between 1994 and 1996.

In the late 90s (1997) SCS reopened its office in Jerusalem, supporting the Palestinian National
Authority (PNA) and its ministries. We assisted the Ministry of Education and Higher Education
on inclusive education programmes and provided training for teachers. Additionally we
supported the Ministry of Social Affairs with the establishment of a child protection system
mainly focusing on programmes for children in conflict with law.

Since 2000, SCS has been implementing programmes supporting national civil society
organizations and advocating for children’s rights. The Convention on the Rights of the Child
has been our main guide throughout the years and the basis of all of our programming.

From 2000- 2007, Save the Children Sweden’s work
in the oPt has focused on children exposed to
harmful labour, physical, psychological and sexual
abuse, children in armed conflict and disaster and
children’s rights to non-discrimination based on
gender, disability, social or ethnic background.

In 2008- 2012, Save the Children Sweden’s work in
the oPt has mainly focused on child protection and
education programmes through supporting civil

Two girls participating in an event organized  society partner organizations. SCS contributed largely
for Palestinian Child’s Day in Jerusalem to emergency preparedness and emergency response

programmes in Gaza.

We expanded our programmes and opened additional country offices in Ramallah and Gaza,
partnered with UNICEF, UNRWA, UNDP and EU and achieved a long-term ECHO partnership
for emergencies. We also engaged new Save the Children members and their donors in joint
programmes within our country portfolio. We expanded existing partnerships and created a
network with 16 local partner organizations. Together with our partners we have worked on
many topics including child detention, child discrimination, juvenile justice, inclusive education,
child rights awareness and psychosocial guidance.

Our advocacy work has taken us to Brussels, New York and Geneva. Together with our
partner Defence for the Children International, Palestine section (DCI-PS) we have written
many reports to support our evidence-based advocacy work. As a result child detention was
placed high on the UN agenda, and many other organisations started highlighting the issue. We
helped build the capacities of many strong local organizations including YMCA, SAWA,
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The Women’s Study Centre, Palestinian Counselling Centre, Al Mezan Centre for Human
Rights, Palestinian Centre for Democracy and Conflict Resolution and many more. We have
cooperated extensively with UNICEF and UNRWA.

We produced reports for our evidence based advocacy work, such as the country profile and
the child rights situation analysis, which we use as a basis for fact sheets and advocacy
messages to target stakeholders, decision makers and the media using a rights-based approach.

In 1990 Save the Children Sweden in oPt published a first rights-based report about “The
status of Palestinian Children during the uprising in the occupied territories”,
describing the devastating impact that collective punishment and collective measures taken by
the Israeli Authorities during the First Intifada had on children and their families.

During the Second Intifada in 2003, Save the Children Sweden published the interview-based
report, “One Day in Prison Feels like a Year’’; where Palestinian Children tell their
own stories about detention. Children from the West Bank spoke about the rights
violations they were subjected to in Israeli prisons and how they saw their future. Two other
reports portraying the challenges faced by Palestinian children were “Growing up under
Curfew” and “Living Behind Barriers — Palestinian Children Speak Out”. In these
reports, children describe the impact the ongoing conflict had on their everyday lives.

In 2008, Save the Children Sweden
published the interview-based report
“The Social Rehabilitation of
Palestinian Child Ex-Detainees: A
Long Run to Freedom”. In 2012 with
the “The Impact of Child Detention
Report” Save the Children Sweden
again shed light on the situation of

Palestinian children in detention. The
report seeks to give Palestinian Children
the opportunity to describe in their
own words the reality they live in after
being held in detention.

We have faced many challenges over
the past decade. Throughout the second
intifada (2000-2005) we kept focusing
on protection and creating immediate
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A young girl from Gaza showing off her painted hand during a
health related even by Save the Children Sweden.
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and lasting changes in children’s lives. During Israel’s

Operation Cast Lead (2008-2009) we implemented a huge emergency response programme
together with our colleagues from Save the Children UK and Save the Children US.

On May |, 2012, Save the Children Sweden transitioned into one Save the Children in
Palestine. As we integrated into the new structure of Save the Children International (SCI), we
composed this history in order to provide a worthy account of our work in the oPt and as a
tribute to our partners and donors.
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