


Over 4,000 parents from across the UK took
part in the Save the Children and Daycare Trust
survey, What'’s childcare really costing you!?
The findings are analysed in Making Work

Pay — The Childcare Trap, available at
www.savethechildren.org.uk/childcare

Many parents told us how they found childcare costs a major concern.

* Childcare is too expensive. Eight out of ten parents living in severe
poverty who took this survey said that cost was a barrier to
accessing childcare.

* A large number of respondents (41%) said childcare costs are similar
to their mortgage or rent and nearly half of parents in severe poverty
have cut back on household essentials such as food.

* A quarter of the parents in severe poverty who responded to the
survey have given up work, a third turned down a job and a quarter
have not been able to take up education or training because of
difficulties in accessing childcare.

This booklet steps aside from the statistics and presents parents’ views,
concerns and worries for their future working lives and the impact this
will have on their children's well-being. It should lead all of us to act if
we're to provide the best possible future for children in poverty.
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THE CUTTOTHE CHILDCARE The message from parents who took our
ELEMENT OF WORKINGTA survey is clear — their future looks bleak.

CREDIT HAS MADE IT HARDER This is even more the case for families on
FORTHE POOREST WORKING the lowest incomes who say that their quality
PARENTS !| of life is being severely affected. Parents have
made clear how they want the government
;fg g;;ggs to support them so that they can work to

on my husband’ earn enough to raise their families.
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* increase this support so that it covers 100% of costs, as the economic
situation improves
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additional higher band for families with three or more children.

Save the Children and Daycare Trust thank all of the parents

that the government are cutting the CAD B (PRSI G ST E

childcare element of Working Tax
Credit. On the one hand they want
parents to work but then make it
less financially beneficial.

For more information go to www.savethechildren.org.uk/childcare
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WEWORK IN MORETHAN 120 COUNTRIES.
WE SAVE CHILDREN'S LIVES.

WE FIGHT FORTHEIR RIGHTS.

WE HELP THEM FULFILTHEIR POTENTIAL.
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