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Executive Summary

Save the Children Sweden in East and Central Africa commissioned three studies in
order to learn more about existing child protection' structures and mechanisms in their
region. Save the Children acknowledges the role of communities as important in ensuring
that children are protected from violence and abuse at all levels and they conduct their
work using a child rights perspective. Save the Children wanted to assess the child
protection measures available at community level as perceived by children and families.

The objective of the study was to use views of children to assess the strengths and gaps
in existing child protection systems at community level in selected areas of Ethiopia,
North Sudan and Rwanda.

This report is a synthesis of the three country studies and compares and contrasts the
results of the research. For more detailed information pertaining to each country, consult
the three relevant country reports®. Several indicators were used in the study to assess the
child protection systems and the remainder of this report will focus on these indicators.

Opverall across the three countries, corporal and humiliating punishment was
mentioned by children as the most common type of abuse they face. This form of abuse
particularly affects girls under 12 years. The other most commonly mentioned child
protection issues include:

e sexual violence, abuse and harassment;

e child labour (especially amongst rural boys over 12 years old);

e child marriage;

e female genital mutilation (FGM).

Child trafficking was mentioned by children as an issue in Ethiopia and economic
violence (lack of access to basic services) in Rwanda.

The main perpetrators of physical abuse and humiliating punishment include parents,
care givers and teachers. Man and teenage boys are the main perpetrators of sexual
violence and abuse against children.

Children’s knowledge of existing laws to protect children against abuse and various
reporting procedures is weak across all three countries included in the study. The main
barriers being: the lack of relevant information on procedures and legislation; limited
access to service providers and authorities, especially in rural areas and poorer
communities; fear of perpetrators and social taboos. Children recommended stronger

! Save the Children Alliance defines child protection as: "Measures and structures to prevent and respond
to abuse, neglect, exploitation and violence affecting children."

The three studies include:
-A study of child protection mechanisms in Ethiopia (Child and Family Support Services) May 2010;
-Children’s perceptions of child protection measures existing at community level in Rwanda (Enrico
Rampazzo and Alfred Twahirwa) May 2010; and
-A study on child protection mechanisms in North Sudan (Nassrin Dafaalla El Hag Yousif) July 2010.
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enforcement of legislation and heavier penalties for perpetrators, especially regarding the
sexual abuse of children.

Very few children knew about child led groups within their communities, with the
exception of Rwanda. Awareness of child led groups tends to be slightly higher among
in-school than out-of-school children. Low levels of awareness are attributed to lack of
information; lack of time to participate in activities and children being excluded by
mental or physical disabilities. However, most respondents expressed an interest in
joining such groups.

In contrast, in Rwanda up to 56% of children reported knowledge of child led groups
within their community. In addition to this, 53% of children had participated in
community or national consultations on child protection issues.

Children who were reported to be most vulnerable to discrimination included children

infected or affected by HIV and AIDS (especially child headed households); children
with disabilities; street children; refugee children and very poor children.
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Abbreviations

ACRWC African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child

AEJT Enfants et Jeunes Travailleurs

AIDS Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome

ANPPCAN African Network for the Prevention and Protection against Child
Abuse and Neglect

CBO Community Based Organisation

CPU Child Protection Unit

CRI Child Rights Institute

FCPU Family and Child Protection Unit

FGM Female Genital Mutilation

GBV Gender Based Violence

HIV Human Immunodeficiency Vitrus

HoH Head of Household

KFWC Khartoum Family, Woman and Child Council

MIGEPROF Ministry in charge of Family Affairs and Gender

MoWA Ministry of Women's Affairs

NCCW National Council for Child Welfare

NGO Non-Governmental Organisation

OovC Orphans and Vulnerable Children

PHP Physical and Humiliating Punishments

PTA Parent Teacher Association

SC Save the Children

SCS Save the Children Sweden

UN United Nations

UNCRC United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child

VAC Violence Against Children

WHO World Health Organization



1. Background

In order to promote the development of strategies by UN member states to effectively
prevent and combat all forms of violence against children, a large study on violence
against children was commissioned in 2003. One of its main recommendations was that
all states develop a multi-faceted and systematic framework to respond to violence
against children that is integrated into national planning processes.

Save the Children Sweden in East and Central Africa commissioned three studies in
order to learn more about existing child protection’ structures and mechanisms in their
region. Save the Children acknowledges the role of communities as important in ensuring
that children are protected from violence and abuse at all levels and they conduct their
work using a child rights perspective. Save the Children wanted to assess the child
protection measures available at community level as perceived by children and families.

The objective of the study was to use views of children to assess the strengths and gaps
in existing child protection systems at community level in selected areas of Ethiopia,
North Sudan and Rwanda. A total of 376 boys and girls in urban, peri urban and rural
areas within the three countries took part in the study between April and July 2010.

This report is a synthesis of the three country studies and compares and contrasts the
results of the research. For more detailed information pertaining to each country, consult
the three relevant country reports®. Several indicators were used in the study to assess the
child protection systems and the remainder of this report will focus on these indicators.

* Save the Children Alliance defines child protection as: "measures and structures to prevent and respond
to abuse, neglect, exploitation and violence affecting children."

The three studies include:

-A study of child protection mechanisms in Ethiopia (Child and Family Support Services) May 2010;
-Children’s perceptions of child protection measures existing at community level in Rwanda (Enrico
Rampazzo and Alfred T'wahirwa) May 2010; and

-A study on child protection mechanisms in North Sudan (Nassrin Dafaalla El Hag Yousif) July 2010.
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14) Conclusion

Overall across the three countries, physical and humiliating punishment was
mentioned by children as the most common type of abuse they face. This form of
abuse particularly affects girls under 12 years. Other most commonly mentioned child
protection issues include:

e sexual violence, abuse and harassment;

e child labour (especially amongst rural boys over 12 years old);

e child marriage;

e FGM.

Child trafficking was mentioned by children as an issue in Ethiopia and economic
violence (lack of access to basic services) in Rwanda.

The main perpetrators of physical abuse and humiliating punishment include parents,
care givers and teachers. Man and teenage boys are the main perpetrators of sexual
violence and abuse against children.

Children’s knowledge of existing laws to protect children against abuse and various
reporting procedures is weak across all three countries included in the study. The
main barriers being: the lack of relevant information on procedures and legislation;
limited access to service providers and authorities, especially in rural areas and poorer
communities; fear of perpetrators and social taboos. Children recommended stronger
enforcement of legislation and heavier penalties for perpetrators, especially regarding
the sexual abuse of children.

Very few children knew about child led groups within their communities, with the
exception of Rwanda. Awareness of child led groups tends to be slightly higher
among in-school than out-of-school children. Low levels of awareness are attributed
to lack of information; lack of time to participate in activities and children being
excluded by mental or physical disabilities. However, most respondents expressed an
interest in joining such groups.

In contrast, in Rwanda up to 56% of children reported knowledge of child led groups
within their community. In addition to this, 53% of children had participated in
community or national consultations on child protection issues.

Children who were reported to be most vulnerable to discrimination included children

infected or affected by HIV and AIDS (especially child headed households); children
with disabilities; street children; refugee children and very poor children.
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