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1. Background

The Media Monitoring Project (MMP), with support from UNICEF and Save the Children
Sweden, is involved in a project to monitor how children are represented in the news
media. The monitoring process will culminate in an advocacy and training process for
news media professionals.

In line with the Convention on the Rights of the Child which states that children have a
right to participate in issues that affect them it is appropriate that children are involved in
this monitoring and advocacy project. Children’s participation has been built into the
project at 3 stages. Children will:

e be involved in developing monitoring indicators for the MMP monitoring process
undertake their own monitoring

e participate in the advocacy process resulting from the monitoring. This will
include presentations to media professionals.

This report focuses on the first stage of children’s participation, namely, the workshops
held with children to develop monitoring indicators. The report makes recommendations
on how MMP could monitor children’s representation in the news media. Further reports
on the next stages will be produced.

2. Description of workshops held for stage 1

The first workshop was held in three centres:
e Johannesburg
e Pinetown
e East London

In each centre the group consisted of 8 to 10 children aged between 10 and 16 years.
The children who took part in the three workshops were representative in terms of race,
gender and socio-economic environment. In the Johannesburg workshop we worked in a
mixture of Zulu, Sotho and English, in Pinetown in a mixture of Zulu and English and in
East London, in Xhosa and English.

The workshops followed the same format, so much of the discussion was similar. There
were, however, some differences. The East London group was made up of children who
were mostly from poor homes i.e. children from a rural area outside East London and
children from an informal settlement. They were joined by two children from a children’s
home in Port Elizabeth. The Johannesburg group was a more representative group with
children from the suburbs, a township area, an informal settlement area, a very poor
‘coloured’ area and one child from the inner city. The Pinetown group was made up of
children who came from a nearby township area and from the local ‘Indian’ area. About
half of the children in this group went to suburban schools even though they lived in a
township area.



Aims of workshop 1:

To work with the young people to determine what indicators monitors from MMP should
use. This was done through a number of activities that sought to elicit children's ideas
about the following:

e How children use the news media, for example, how often do they watch the
television news?

What issues they see as important in their lives

How they feel about the way these issues are represented (or not) in the media
How they think children are represented in the media

What children’s rights they see as being violated by the media (if any)

How children think other children should be protected in the news media.

Children in East London studying the local newspaper

Workshop outline
The following table is an outline of the activities we did with children in Workshop 1. It is
written in the form of instructions to the researcher.

Workshop 1

Activity Rationale/aims

Questionnaire

Children fill in a short questionnaire with e This will give us some demographic

the researchers. (This is reproduced in data, contact data and also an idea

Appendix 1) of their media exposure, e.g. do
they have access to TV and radio
and newspapers, and do they
watch the news.

Introductory games e To help the children and young
people get to know each other and
the facilitators.

e These games will also emphasise
the idea that they all come from
different environments and have
different life experiences and




everyone's ideas are important and
need to be represented.

Activity 1: Why are we here?

We explain what media monitoring is and
that we are here to help MMP to develop
indicators for their monitoring of the media
over the next few months

This will give the children a sense
of what the purpose is behind what
they are doing

If they understand that their input
has directed the monitoring they
will be motivated to be involved
with the monitoring themselves

Activity 2: What are the important
issues for children? (pairs)

Working in pairs children write down on a
set of cards what they think are the
important issues for children. Cluster them
through a group discussion process.

To let the children, without any
input from adults or the group,
identify what they see as the key
issues faced by children in South
Africa. These issues will inform the
monitoring process. For example,
monitors will be able to record how
often these issues are covered in
news reports.

Allow children to work in a non-
threatening way as pairs first and
then to begin the group process
through a discussion

Activity 3: What about the news?
(Large group and pairs)

1. A short viewing of the television news
and radio news and a quick look at some
newspapers. This will clarify what we mean
by news media.

2. A fairly open-ended discussion about
news media.

TV

Do children watch the TV news?

What do they like about it?

What don't they like about it?

What would they like to see on the news?
Do they see children on the news?

How do they think children are
shown/represented on the news?

Radio

Similar questions

Print

Similar questions

How do they think children's issues are
dealt with on the news?

This discussion will give us an idea of:

what their interest is in the news
media

what they like and dislike about the
news media

what they think of the
representation of children and
children's issues.




Activity 4: Are children in the news?
(Pairs)

Give each pair a newspaper from the
previous week. They find the articles about
children, cut them out and paste them on
to a sheet with a title that outlines the issue
the article is covering.

Discuss the frequency of children's issues
in the media and which issues are
represented.

This will allow us to record how
children feel about the frequency
that children's issues are dealt with.

Activity 5: Are children victims?

(Small groups of 4)

Give each group 2 newspaper articles, 2
television pieces and one radio broadcast
that features children in some way. They
then work through a set of questions for
each news piece:

o What issue is being covered?

e So what do you think about that?
(open-ended to begin with)

o Is there a problem here? If so what
is it?

e How are children presented here?

e Is this good or bad for these
particular children?

o Is this good or bad for all children?
How could it have been done
differently?

e Did you hear children themselves
saying anything?

Each group to present their extract and
their discussion in a 'summary poster' to
the rest of the group. Researchers record
the discussion in the different groups.

After watching / listening to / reading a
number of different reports we then
generated a list of the 'good things' and
'bad things' as the children see them.

This will allow us to understand:

what children interpret as
victimisation

what children see as 'good practice'
and bad practice

The discussion around the questions
will be used to feed into the
development of indicators for
monitoring

Activity 6: What we want to say to
media professionals (large group)

We then paint a very big painting as a
whole group that shows what the main
issues / problems are that children face.
They talk as a group about what they will

This will allow children to:

identify the protective measures
children need

consolidate their ideas in a
concrete way




paint.

Discuss what they have drawn. Probe to
make sure that we understood what each
issue is.

Talk about their rights in relation to the
video we are making of this process.

All the discussion during Workshop 1 was taped, transcribed and then analysed. A
number of themes were generated. The findings below are presented around these
themes. The findings from all three groups are presented together.

Plans for workshops 2 and 3

Workshop 2 will train children to undertake some monitoring of their own and Workshop
3 will allow them to read and comment on the results of their monitoring and the MMP
monitoring process and also prepare for the presentations to media professionals. As
there will be some time between the different workshops we will stay in touch with the
children through a simple newsletter informing them about the next workshop. See
Appendix 2.

3. Findings: What the children had to say

The workshops were not always easy to facilitate as children did not display much media
literacy. They tended to talk about the content of the different news articles that we used
in the workshop rather than about the way the pictures were taken or the article was
written or filmed. Researchers had to keep probing around the approach and format. In
spite of this, once they understood that we were looking at the way in which children
were represented they were able to think critically and discuss the articles.

The different television and news articles generated much discussion amongst the
children. This is important as it shows that children are concerned with the issues
although they could not always express what bothered them about a particular
photograph or article. They were able to discuss the news articles with each other and in
doing so raised many of the key issues around children in the media. We have
represented some of this debate in Appendix 3 as the individual quotes used throughout
the report are used thematically rather than as a narrative.

Some of the print media news articles are reproduced in Appendix 3. They have been
numbered and cross-referenced to quotes. The numbers appear after the quotes in this
form (1).




Theme 1: Children and the news media

One of the activities was a discussion around which kinds of news media children
interacted with most and what they thought of them.

The following table gives basic information about the children’s access to news media.

TVin Watch Radio Listen | Newspaper | Read
home TV in to radio | at least newspapers
news home news twice a
week
Gauteng 9 7 9 4 6 6
E Cape 8 9 the 8 3 4 1
child who
does not
have a TV
goes to a
neighbour
to watch
KZN 9 5 10 6 7 5

During the discussion we questioned the children about their media viewing habits.

Children said that their parents were more serious than they were about the news and
that the news was the first choice of programmes for parents so the children tended to
watch with them as they could not watch anything else.

My father is always saying, ‘it’'s the news! Be quiet now. So I sit and watch until
something else comes on. E Cape.

Some children said they did not always watch the whole broadcast.

It is a little bit boring so | sometimes go and do something else. Gauteng

One child indicated that he watched because he wanted to get local news.

We watch to find out if anything bad has happened to people you know who live
somewhere else. Gauteng

A few children mentioned that they watched world news because they were afraid of
how it would affect them. They made this comment in reference to the threat of war with

Iraq.

| watch because | am worried about the war that is coming. KZN




A few children said they did not like to watch news on TV because they did not like to
see footage of accidents and shootings.

| hate to see the blood on the road. They always show that and it makes me
scared it will happen to me. KZN

Children said they listened to music on the radio mostly but sometimes listened to the
news. They also mentioned that the radio was often on in the background and in this
way they heard the news.

Sometimes the radio has news and it is there in the room but you do not listen. E
Cape

Children in the Eastern Cape group did not have wide access to newspapers but the
children in the other groups did have access. Even though children indicated that they
read the paper they agreed when questioned that they most often just looked over it.
Only a few children read the newspapers regularly. They indicated that they used the
newspapers for schoolwork. The children in suburban schools said they sometimes read
the paper at school.

Theme 2: The important issues for children

The initial activity looked at what children thought were the “important issues for children
in South Africa.” The reason for this activity was because we wanted to compare the
issues children identified as important with the issues reflected in the news media.

The table below presents the issues identified by children. Although the Gauteng group
generated more items than the Eastern Cape group their responses were fundamentally
the same and the table presents a composite list.

Getting along with others HIV/AIDS and how it affects children
Food Sport

Water Safety

Unemployment and how it affects children | Love and respect
Knowing your rights Medical care

Looking after yourself Friends

Crime Parents

Rape Looking out for each other
Child abuse Poverty

Education Health

Homes Substance abuse

Stable environment Peer pressure

Clothes Privacy

Racism and how it affects children

The quotes below illustrate some of the meanings children attach to the issues.




Education is important because you can get a good education and you can get a
better life if you go to school. E Cape

Rights are important to children. The right to be safe and to have a home.
Gauteng

Food is important. | think a child needs to eat before he goes to school. If a child
does not eat food before they go to school they really don’t concentrate. You
must have something in your stomach so that you can think. E Cape

I noticed that kids in this area live in shacks. Kids can’t study in places like this. E
Cape

Racism is a problem for many children. In our school people don't like black kids
coming to their school. KZN

Looking out for each other is important.

| think racism is a problem for many children. People used to tease me because
my mother is white and my father is black. They didn’t get it, how can that be?
People need to learn that you are like everybody else, they cannot say they do
not like you because of your colour. Gauteng

| stay in a children’s home and | realise how important family is. You can have
water and food but with no family it is hard. E Cape.

Safety is important. Children are not safe from abuse and rape. KZN

I think we as girls we need to have a say about rape because we normally blame
ourselves for being raped. We forget that we did not plan to be raped. Gauteng

Children must be helped to speak up because they are getting raped in their
houses and when you speak up your parents threaten to chase you out of the
house. Gauteng

In line with the aim of the workshop, which was to develop monitoring indicators, each
theme in this report is concluded with suggestions for monitoring, as follows.

How could this theme inform the monitoring process?

Monitors could record how often these issues are covered in the news in relation
to children. Possibly the few issues mentioned in all 3 workshops could be
selected. HIV/AIDS, Education, basic needs such as food and water and clothing
and rights




Theme 3: Our issues are not here

Once children had identified the issues that they thought were important for children in
South Africa we asked them to review news media in order to identify if their issues were
present.

When children interacted with different news articles in newspapers, watched the
television news and listened to the radio they made the point that the issues they saw as
important are not often represented in the news media.

There is nothing on the radio news about children. These guys, they don’t think
our issues are important. KZN

There are articles about children in this paper but there are not enough. There
could be more. Why is the cricket so important when children are living on the
streets? People need to know how kids are living. Why should the world see
cricket stuff when children are suffering? E Cape

There isn’t enough about children in the newspapers. The people on the
newspapers they don’t take us seriously. Gauteng

In this newspaper you see more information about cell phones. There is only one
about children. E Cape

One child gave an interesting reason for this lack of coverage of children’s issues.

Maybe they don'’t report because they are ashamed. They do not have any
answer for us when we say why are we hungry, or why do schools not let us
come to school so they do not report. They are scared and ashamed to report
because they don’t have any solutions. E Cape

Children also talked about what issues they would like to see covered in the news.

| would like to see articles about how other children live in other parts of our
country. E Cape

We want information about HIV/AIDS. Children have to know how to protect
themselves. KwaZulu-Natal

We want to know when schools reject children with HIV/AIDS. We need to know
also when schools send children away because they do not have school fees. E
Cape.

I think they must put in more about children’s rights and responsibilities. Parents
don'’t give children their rights and children need to know about them. Gauteng

How could this theme inform the monitoring process?

Monitor what articles appear on children and what topics they deal with.




Theme 4: Children are shown as victims

Another theme that arose in discussions with the children was that children are often
presented as victims in the news media. The children found this a particularly difficult
issue to articulate because they did not have the vocabulary of media literacy but they
knew that something was wrong.

I really love this article because it says this boy is a hero. It shows children can
do things. Gauteng (1)

| think this picture is bad. These children look sick and thin. They do not have
energy. The way they took the photo is bad. It is not a beautiful photo. It is ugly.
The way the children are seated on the wheelbarrow. It is not nice at all. E Cape

(3)

Why must they show this child with the tube in his nose and the medicine. He
looks sick and very bad. | really don't like it. They should have taken the tube out
and then taken the photo. Gauteng (2)

They only show bad things that happen to children they never speak about good
things that we do as children. E Cape

How could this theme inform the monitoring process?

Monitor how often children are presented as overcoming problems and how often
they are represented as victims.

How many positive news stories are there about children?

Theme 5: News articles can help children

There was some debate in all three workshops about whether presenting sad stories
about children was always negative. Some children thought that telling the sad stories
could help the children in the story because someone might sponsor them.

I think this photo is alright. If it was me | would want my photo in the newspaper.
No one will help these children if they are not shown on the picture. E Cape (3)

Maybe someone will help this boy now they have heard his story. Gauteng (1)

If it was me | would allow the journalist to tell my story. If | don’t allow them to
show my picture no one will see that | need help. | think the person who took this
picture is right but | don’t like the way it is shown. Maybe they can find people
who will sponsor them. E Cape (3)

| think this child is HIV positive. He is going to die. If people don’t understand his
situation they may laugh at him (because he is HIV positive) but when they know

10




about HIV/AIDS they will give him support and love. He must be open so he can
get help. | am not going to get support easily if | am not open about being HIV
positive. They need to be open so people can help them to cope with the stress.
Gauteng (2)

How could this theme inform the monitoring process?

Perhaps it would be possible to monitor how often stories lead to direct action to
help the children in the story.

Theme 6: Focus on negative stories

Children talked about how stories that focus on the problems children face, for example,
hunger and rape and abuse, help to raise awareness amongst other children and
amongst adults and in this way protect them.

I think it is good to have articles like this. Now | know about children who are
hungry. | feel bad for them. | wish | could help them but it is not possible because
I still depend on my parents. E Cape (3)

I think it is good to have these articles about abuse and rape as then grownups
are made aware. Mothers can warn their children. They will be more careful
about sending them out at night in the dark. KZN

But they also raised the issue that the media tends to focus on dramatic issues like child
abuse and tend to ignore other children’s issues.

There is always a story about abuse in the paper and when a child is abused
then the story is discussed by people on the news but then what about other
things that happen to children. Teachers beat children and they send them home
if they have no uniform. What about those stories? KZN

The three groups of children also discussed the fact that news media focuses on
negative stories rather than positive stories about children.

People think children are always in trouble, that they cannot do anything for
themselves. E Cape

How could this theme inform the monitoring process?

There is a need to monitor how often issues other than abuse are featured in news
media.

11




Theme 7: Revealing identities

Children were eloquent about news articles that reveal the identity of particular children.
They were quite adamant in all the groups that rape and abuse survivors should not be
identified.

Maybe one day if a teacher knows and the girl is making noise in class with other
children she will call her funny names. Gauteng

It is not good to show his face. Everyone knows him and will laugh at him. KZN

(5

This girl will grow up and then when she grows up she will see what they said
about her and will be very sad. E Cape

They identified articles that hid the child’s identity as good practice.

| think it is better that there is no photo because if you had the face it will affect
the child. If they had the details about the child you can go and find that child
then the child will be more scared and people will tease her. They will keep on
bringing back the subject. It won’t be good and healthy for the child. Gauteng (7)

This is good because (it does not show her face) if they had shown her face,
when she walked on the street everybody was going to unrespect her. She was
going to be teased by other children. E Cape (4)

| think it is fine to not show the face of the child because this child will be teased
if everyone knew her. KZN (7)

Children pointed out the irony of protecting the identity of the perpetrator but revealing
the identity of the victim.

They don’t show a person who is a suspect and a criminal but they show the
person he raped. KZN

Here the teacher was wrong but she is not in the picture - the boy is there. The
teacher should be shown. E Cape (5)

The teacher is guilty and the whole world should see him or her. What she did is
wrong. Gauteng (5)

If people do crime you can’t see their face. But you often see the face of the
innocent children. They were supposed to protect and respect the face of a child.
Gauteng

How could this theme inform the monitoring process?

Monitor for news reports that unethically reveal the identity of children.

12




Theme 8: Allow us to speak for ourselves

Children in all groups talked about how few journalists interview children themselves and
ask them to tell their story. They liked a television news insert that showed young
children on their first day of school because the reporters interviewed the children
themselves.

One child in the Eastern Cape group also pointed out that it sometimes helps children if
they speak for themselves.

I think it helps to speak. This child did speak. She said she is scared of the rapist.
She had freedom of speech. We can trust it because she said it herself. It will
help her to speak out about what happened. E Cape (4)

Theme 9: Asking children to tell traumatic stories

One of the newspaper articles the children looked at told the story of a young boy whose
family had been massacred in front of him. In the Eastern Cape group children talked
about how wrong it was for the reporter to have interviewed the child.

| think it is wrong to get him to tell his story. That makes him think too much
about the bad thing that happened. E Cape (1)

| think it is wrong to keep on asking him questions. It will make him confused and
more scared. When he answers their questions a picture of what happened will
come to his mind. E Cape (1)

| think they should not have shown this child’s face next to the coffin of his family.
People will know him and then will ask what happened and then he will always
remember. E Cape (1)

How could this theme inform the monitoring process?

Monitor how often children in trauma are interviewed.

13




Theme 10: Ask for our permission

An interesting discussion arose in the KZN and Gauteng groups about asking children
for permission. There was some debate but generally the groups felt that younger
children could not give their permission to be interviewed or photographed and that
parents should be asked too.

I think young children cannot give permission. Parents must do it. Only at say 10
or 11 do you know, you just think ‘| am going to be on TV!’ Gauteng

The group said, however, that children should also be asked. With young children they
should be asked with their parents. With older children it was very important to ask the
child because sometimes parents might consent against the child’s wishes. They also

said parents were not always correct.

This story shows that parents do not always do the right thing. | think this boy
was just thinking ‘1 am going to be in the papers and on TV!
His mother should not have let them take the picture. KZN

How could this theme inform the monitoring process?

It may be possible to contact the journalist and ask who gave permission.

4. Conclusion

In spite of the lack of media literacy it is clear that children showed advanced critical
thinking skills and were outspoken about the rights of children in the news media
context. As Appendix 3 shows they were also able to articulate many of the issues that
would be raised in an adult debate about children in the media.

What is interesting about many of the things children said is that they talk often about
‘them’ and ‘they’ when referring to the people who write the articles and take the
pictures. The use of these words suggests that children see adults as guiding the writing
of news for a particular end. The children’s comments show that they feel powerless to
influence the news. For the children the news is something that adults make. This is why
workshops such as this are so important as they give children a sense of their own
power over media. One child expressed this very idea when she said

It is good that they ask us because we are children. We know how other children
feel when people do things like take a photo like this one. E Cape (3)
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Appendix 1: Questionnaire

Date

Name

Age

School

Grade

Area you live in

Do you have a TV at home?

Do you have a radio at home?
Do you get the newspaper at home?
Do you watch news on TV?

Do you listen to news on radio?

Do you read the newspaper?

Draw your house and the people who live in it.
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Appendix 2: Newsletter

Children’s Rights and the news!
Media Monitoring Project

“There isn’t enough about children in the newspapers.
The people on the newspapers they don’t take us seriously.”

Can you find yourself in one of these photos?
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We held three workshops around the country to find out what young people thought
about children in the news. You took part in one of these workshops. You all had lots to
say about children in the news. We took all the things you said and sorted them into a
list of issues. You will find the list on the back page.

What will happen now

The Media Monitoring Project will now train a team of adults to watch the television
news, read the papers and listen to the radio news for 3 months. This is called
monitoring. They will use the list of issues from your workshops (see back page) to guide
their monitoring.

You will also be involved in monitoring. See the back page for news about the
next workshop!
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These were some of the things you said in your workshops:

+ The issues that are important to us are not in the news. Journalists should write
and make articles about some of the problems children face like poverty, crime,
abuse, peer pressure and drugs. They should also write about things that are
important to us like education and rights and respect.

+ We need more news about children who have done good and brave things. Tell
us about children who are heroes not only about children who are victims.

« Sometimes people read about children’s problems and then help them by
sending money.

+ Photos of children who have been abused or raped should never be shown. If
something bad has happened to a child their face should not be shown.

+« Journalists should not interview children when something bad has happened and

the children are sad or upset.

% Journalists should ask children’s permission before using their photos.

% Young children do not understand about permission so they should ask the
parents.

+« Ask us what we think — don’t just ask the grown-ups.

Don’t miss the next workshop!
If you live in Johannesburg we will have the next workshop on the 19" April at
Saxonwold School. We will phone your teachers before the workshop to let them know
when we will fetch you.
If you live in East London (and PE) or in Pinetown (and Durban) we will meet on the 3™
May. We will phone you all before the workshop to let you know about lifts. We are
looking forward to seeing you! We will show you how you can monitor the news.
Love from

Glynis, Kgethi, Musa and Jessie

If you or your parents or teachers want more information about the next workshop you
can phone us on (011) 482-4083
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Appendix 3: Some of the print media news articles we used in
the workshops and some of the discussion they generated

Note: The discussions come from all 3 workshops.

Bloodbath hero’s b:
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: Modise, who lives
| Johannesburg's nort!
| bed his lirearm iroc
dived on the floor ar
Said Modise: “The
Might. They did not &
wway. There were ba
thecupboards, and t1

appre
mostly women, began walling
colfing were being lowered
ground In graves dug b his amily ck-
ward, he did not shed a tear. He stood
eomposed, hiding his emotions

But the attack has lelt Sanele with re-
curring nightmares

His aunt, Bonghwe Mlangeni, says he
wakes up every night screaming: “Here
they are, they have arrived, they are
shooting us, they are burning s, they are

Killing us, please help . . . please help,”
On the night of the massacre, Sanele
was asleep in the hut when be heard loud room. Both Rmcl wes
bangs a1 the door, One of the burgla
My grandmother went to the door chest and collapsed
and pleaded with the attackers (o leave bedroom Modise sha

us alone as there were only women and o - 1 Mary Mahlangu. The
children In the hut,” he said. o jured  accomplice
“They kicked the door dows and start- S . . | Modise phoned the |
ed shooting at random. She was hit and . 4 o \ langn then wadted in
fell on top of me, hiding me from the ‘i ’il i the police arrived,

men.” “It was only when
Sanebe said he watched in shock from AT THE GRAVESIDE: Sanele Xaba, 8, keeps watch over the coffin of histwin | and secured the yan

under his grandmother's body as the  sister, Sanelisiwe Picture: RICHARD SHOREY | to get out of the bes
attackers shot at anything thal meved in they arrived, he had
the hut at the bedroom doo

"1 could see the rgus 4 first noticed my twin sister, Sanelisiwe, | T couple's o
at my mother and et while she | through the ordeal.
pleaded for her lif amovedto  Jyimg in @ pool of blood and I could not | =01 oy woke whea
my elder sister, sl ver, and then tn Captain  Thoma

the younger children, sb
by one.
-

“[Modise] did well u
and his e, I's a tens
stranaer shonting at

poting then one run away and leave her to burn’

v e 1 s hidden

Sunday Times 2 February 2003

Child 1: This article is about a boy who lost his family because they shoot all his family
dead.

Child 2: It is a sad article because they decided to kill his family.

Child 1: what happened to him is bad. | also think it is a good advantage to show his
face because no one will help him if people don’t be aware of what happened to him. No
one will take care of him.

Researcher: You mean this article will help him?

Child 2: He might be lucky and find a sponsor.

Researcher: No, | think this article is bad for him.

Child 1: No, it is good because they have called him a hero here. What happen to him is
bad but letting people know is a good way for him to heal.

Child 3: I think when he is alone he will always think about it. When he told the story [to
the journalist] he thought about it and he will think every time.
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" Tussle over aid may sink HIV projects
|

Global Fund's offer of money must not be spurned, say KwaZulu-Natal’s health experts

BY LIz CLARKE

( Io |‘1| l |||||I directors in Geneva this
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r quickly as possibl
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But if the
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ENCe Lo r|r| the work and the
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ool of Medicine, the Durban &
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e e
Masi, 4, is one of the fow HIV- -positive children to ;,nln rpom 111 3 1n||
*  retroviral treatment at Groote Schuur Hospital PHoTOGRAS

e of the private sector ¢
t  ship between the

and the Du
and indust
for dollar

contained in the successful Global
Fund bid ing ludded:

panel has recent
African Natio

Natal's proposal was the commi Thi

elements

of progmmme omg

Sunday Independent 8 June 2002

Child1: I think this child is HIV positive. He is going to die. If people don’t understand his
situation they may laugh at him (because he is HIV positive) but when they know about

HIV/AIDS they will give him support and love. He must be open so he can get help.

Child 2: You mean people who are HIV positive should talk about it?

Child 1: I am not going to get support easily if | am not open about being HIV positive.

They need to be pen so people can help them to cope with the stress.

Child 3: I don't like it. | think they shouldn’t show the face. Other people will know now

and laugh at him at school.

Child1: I agree with D. Why did they decide to take this photo when he was taking the

medicine? Why did they decide to take a photo that makes him look so bad? Why must

they show this child with the tube in his nose and the medicine. He looks sick and very

bad. | really don't like it. They should have taken the tube out and then taken the photo.
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Why'dtd they take our food away"

The peaple suiting for the truck
came with wheelbarrows, plastie
bags and would even have wsed fust
their hands ‘to carry off food - if
there had been any

Amarso Dtimba has been

BY LUMKEA OUPHANT

lumped down n : e
barrow, 12-yearo ——
[ o F el > =
d b Iy A
h d " ood . v, - x

shot eyes. He's weak, thin from
hunger ard barely has the strength
o swat the flies around hisface. |
ir's midemorning and Amare |
hasr't aéen aasthing for 4 hours. |
Next to him & young girl stases 2
warilessly Her hair shows tingesof
E

collecting frusit and vegetables for
his mother, who i ilL.

“T've by com Lng here since 2000
because my mother s not working
and she can't come IIkD all the other
mothers,” said Amai

‘Bhebiknenkie 1efab o Buya
Futhi sald moensely: “We are In trow
bl "

erange. The signs of malsutritlon” >
They're both walting for food ="
that never comes. "
Somalia® Sadan? Zimbabwe? No. % >
Johannesburg. y
Barely 20 minates from the
centre of the richest city in Africa, S5
Detweer: 200 and 300 starving peopls
gather every day on n plot in Klip |48
Rivior, where Good Samaritan (&
Evonne Retiel - affectionately
Yo s Ouma - bias been puiting |18
out piles of vegetables which are }~ .~
rejected by the City Desp Fresh |-
Produce Markes.

He was puzled that after so
many years eating “Cuma’s” frult

now not £t for human consumption.

“T'm boggirg whoever said that
the trizek must not come here again
should reconsider becacse we amw
hungry and we doo’t have mooey to
(vl o ey

\ dlels sald they suspected that
the truck had been stopped Iy one of
Bl Cuma's neighbours. 3 furmer who

= sells cabbages.

Juck Prentice. sctissg CEO of the
market. sald that, personally he

derst he frustration of the
the .r_\m they were

hat

the tawnships of
wpark, Katlshong

R, i
s!mmmmhmmwrrnremmaw \rlg':l mr‘th‘s_’i\éfﬂw
bestway bs to just putup ey plotfor  and frustrated walting in wain for  Damily and nothing bas happened ta Ror‘awr

Place, these  the trucks at Retie's yard whan the  me, now 1 hear that the truck will What am [ going 10 sy 10 my
for me” Sanrelny Sinr visited this week. 1ot cema here any mare becauss the  children -lm Thery Uq foe apples’
“1 have been coming here for the  food is not right.” she said

¢ how Baen cuf off Phota: NONHLANHLA KAMBULE

the food was belng dumped in
n Ouma’s yard and they (herefare bad
o nct {mmed iately

e g to §iv e lth  Motherof thrve Dabulamazi Mo- past five years to collect fruit and  Molale esid she did not know
I Toben  thest pouple mow and 1 INInK the lals was soaons the 150 desperafe  vepeiabls 30, that 1 oam fed My whatshe s galng 1o hve e Kis Eive therm someshis i said Motaie

Saturday Star 18 January 2003

Child 1: I think this picture is bad. These children look sick and thin. They do not have
energy. The way they took the photo is bad. It is not a beautiful photo. It is ugly. The way
the children are seated on the wheelbarrow. It is not nice at all.

Child 2: If it was me | would allow the journalist to tell my story. If | don’t allow them to
show my picture no one will see that | need help. | think the person who took this picture
is right but | don’t like the way it is shown. But taking the picture was a good idea. Maybe
they can find people who will sponsor them.

Child 3: I think the way he made them sit in the wheelbarrow is a problem.

Child 4: I think they should let the children speak for themselves but unfortunately it
won’t be possible they are weak they cannot even remove flies that fly into their face.
How will they manage to speak. The person who did speak on behalf of them he is right.
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Nojoy ...

[ verywhere, women and girls were
| being raped and kept as sex slaves by
the invading Rwandan soldiers,
So Cheka's father sent her, her brother
(25) and her nephew (6) from their home in
Uvira, DRC to Burandi, then on to Tanza-
| nia. From there it was on to Zambia,
Namibia and, finally, to South Africa. toan
uncle’s home in Pretoria. It was a journey
that lasted a month,

Soon after dropping the two children off
at the uncle’s home, Cheka’s brather went
to Durban and has not maintained contact.

But if the children thought they would
be safe, they were mistaken. They had
escaped the Rwandan soldiers right into
the arms of another predator,

The uncle started abusing them.

“He used to beat us for anything, even if
we did nothing wrong,” sayvs Cheka, who

ES=

war, abuse and losing touch with her parents have stolen Cheka’s childhood.

‘Battling one war after another

was just 14 when they arrvived in South
Africa two vears ago.

It was only after two years of constant
beating that help came, A teacher at Cheka's
school noticed the welts on her body. Child
Welfare was called and the two children
were removed from the uncle’s care.

“The social worker brought us food. She
found Bienvenu Refugee Centre and
brought us here,” Cheka says.

The day The Star visits her at the centre,
she is crying in her room.

“Lmiss my father The last time I spoke
to him was in 2001,” she sobs,

All she remembers is that he used to sell
lights on the side of the road and that her
mother was a farmer:

“1just want to find my fathet so Lean talk
to him,” she says; mournfully watching
over the sleeping figure of her young cousin,

The Star January 15 2003

Child 1: I think this is very well done. It is good they have not shown the face here. It is

e

good because if they had shown her face when she walked on the street everybody was

going to unrespect her. She was going to be teased by other children.

Child 2: I think it is good because one day when she gets older she will read this and she

will know why she went into care. She would know that people took her problems

seriously.

Child 1: Also the child did speak she said she is scared of the L_mcle. It is good becauset
she had freedom of speech and people can know what she said herself but they canno

know it is her because there is no picture.
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T e = Wiy Ssmwnary 2 2000

The poor little guy was totally humiliated.
He cried hysterically, witness says

oy Anma Cox

mother has laid a
charge ol

sell was stripped naked snd

hosed down in the pla

wihiln ther children looked o,
in|

o Narifind Pat Botoulas o

Highlands North, Jofannes-

Burg. salid that when she went

10 fetch her son Byron fom

Batpulas 54

"ﬂmmrrm no right 1
hamiliste my sen i this mao-
nee He was fully posty-zined
befen starting at the schoal. It

insecurs
She added that her doctor
had advised ber to take the
chilld to a peychologist. She has
ke legal action.

wowed o

‘mother, Who asked
not to be named, arrived sarly
o fitch heer numzd wiesed
the incident.

“The pooe litle guy was 4

totally humiliated. standing
naked while il the childrun
were running around him,

she had hosed down the child,
bt sxid this was normal prac

tice for chilidzen who had soled |
themselves. I
=We doa’t huve o bath. We

oaly have small basirs, 5o that
is the only way we can clean
ihemm. We have o other place to

children are playing, But we do

ftpently, without harting them. I AR
“Iin winter. we phone the [
parencs 1o come and clen thetr |

chilron. 1t was 15 minutes o
‘home-time, s | decided 1o doa
0od doed foe the mother and

clean kim,

“Most parenis sre ap-

preciative of us hosing down

Athir children,” she added.

g.mol-ca Sr:c.r 3 -

Mom acts agamst teacher who hosed son’s botto

 Editors
| solution

row wit

# parlian

Child 1: This story shows that parents do not always do the right thing. | think this boy

was just thinking ‘I am going to be in the papers and on TV!
Child 2: His mother should not have let them take the picture.

Child 3:The children are going to tease him about what happened. When we grows up

he will see the newspaper. It is very bad.
Child 2: You can even see what school he goes to.

Child 3: Here the teacher was wrong but she is not in the picture the boy is there. The
teacher should be shown.
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Child-rape picture
too horrific to publish

Doctors and nurses wept at
the sight of the little girl and
raged: How can this happen?

BY BHULE KnumaLo

he photograph of the 6year-
old rape victim's injuries tall

of inconcefvahle pain

aphie, and so harrific, |
¢ Star ~ which hod been
challenged by pasdiatric surgeon |3
Professor Peter @ to publish it
in a bid to shock South Africa into
taking action agninst the scourgeof |
child rape - decided not to print it,

In the picture, the colon of the
child, whom we have naumed Larato,
can be seen hanging out betwoen

enuliflower. The perineum, the skin
betwoen her rectum and vagina,
has been ripped away

aramedic who

Professor Peter Beale
challenged The Star to publish the
photograph to shock the nation

Lernto wi
home

bducted from her
o Saturday, ap
her cle's

searched everywhere for m
s daughter,” sald Lerato's shocked
hapgpening too often - the soourgs,

The Star September 10 2002

Researcher: Why did the newspaper not publish the photo?
Child 1: The child will be scared to go outside. It won’t be easy to face the community.
Child 2: Ja, people will recognise her.

Savage ... the photograph deemed 1o gruesome to print shaws the 6-year-old rape victim's intestines

balloaning out of the hole where her penneum - the skin between her rectum and vagina - should be

WHAT TO DO

This Is what to do If a child has been
; __ mother. “My neighbours came out o 6-ye
the shame of rape with us to look for her until they  hmov

Child 3: I think the newspaper was right. They have to ask permission from the little girl

(to publish the photo).

Researcher: Can a six year old give permission?

Many voices: No!

Child 1: Six years old cannot give permission.

Child 2: But parents can decide for them.

Child 4: I think it is Ok when parents give permission.

Child 3: I will not have a problem if my parents decide for me because they will speak
with me first before they decide.

Child 4: But sometimes parents do not do the right decisions. Like the boy with the
hosepipe and his mother. (see article 5)
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wilh the ease rofgedd to give o [
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- like her two  said, hi
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raped, s day, neither vas critical of his handling of e
H ppi - her mather have llu CREE, wi
, ounselling for the Yesterday, the I)T]Mlllm,l:ll:lf o
=y have suffere) S¢ 08 sald it reerelted en
1 Department of ring the mother and na
s and Popalation ona through, and Ythat
an o relocate il been dispatehed 1o S0
betier pliace has sate the delays in finding bs
fatlod. aceammodation for the family tin
Nor can the family expoct T vemoved the ehildren 1o o el
any betier from the police,  place of safety yesterday ol
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% n, Child Mrotee Bul Huppiness, safe from e Ne
al Offences Undt  rapist, is now Kilomatres away vil
i, bas not com- o whit'e she is suppossl 10 sl
stigalion, start schonl today, More dis- sak
d in Movember  appointment i n store for her: of
how far ho was with the matter, — * Not her real name. Let down .., both this 28-vear-old mother-of-three and her G-year-old da ighter have bren raped

The Star 15 January 2003

Child 1: If you look at this child | would not know who it was. o
Child 2: I think that is alright. Do you want the child to appear so we can see whq it I.S?
Child 1: No, | think it is better that there is no photo because if you had the face /t_ will
affect the child. If they had the details about the child you can go and find thz';wt thld then
the child will be more scared and people will tease her. They will keep on bringing back
the subject. It won’t be good and healthy for the child. _ .

Child 3: It is nice to know what happened but it is good not to recognise the child.
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