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1. Background  
 
The Media Monitoring Project (MMP), with support from UNICEF and Save the Children 
Sweden, is involved in a project to monitor how children are represented in the news 
media. The monitoring process will culminate in an advocacy and training process for 
news media professionals.  
 
In line with the Convention on the Rights of the Child which states that children have a 
right to participate in issues that affect them it is appropriate that children are involved in 
this monitoring and advocacy project. Children’s participation has been built into the 
project at 3 stages. Children will:   
 

• be involved in developing monitoring indicators for the MMP monitoring process  
• undertake their own monitoring  
• participate in the advocacy process resulting from the monitoring. This will 

include presentations to media professionals.  
 
This report focuses on the first stage of children’s participation, namely, the workshops 
held with children to develop monitoring indicators. The report makes recommendations 
on how MMP could monitor children’s representation in the news media. Further reports 
on the next stages will be produced.  
 
 
2. Description of workshops held for stage 1  
 
The first workshop was held in three centres:  

• Johannesburg 
• Pinetown 
• East London 

 
In each centre the group consisted of 8 to 10 children aged between 10 and 16 years. 
The children who took part in the three workshops were representative in terms of race, 
gender and socio-economic environment. In the Johannesburg workshop we worked in a 
mixture of Zulu, Sotho and English, in Pinetown in a mixture of Zulu and English and in 
East London, in Xhosa and English.  
 
The workshops followed the same format, so much of the discussion was similar. There 
were, however, some differences. The East London group was made up of children who 
were mostly from poor homes i.e. children from a rural area outside East London and 
children from an informal settlement. They were joined by two children from a children’s 
home in Port Elizabeth. The Johannesburg group was a more representative group with 
children from the suburbs, a township area, an informal settlement area, a very poor 
‘coloured’ area and one child from the inner city. The Pinetown group was made up of 
children who came from a nearby township area and from the local ‘Indian’ area. About 
half of the children in this group went to suburban schools even though they lived in a 
township area.  
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Aims of workshop 1:  
To work with the young people to determine what indicators monitors from MMP should 
use. This was done through a number of activities that sought to elicit children's ideas 
about the following:  
 

• How children use the news media, for example, how often do they watch the 
television news?  

• What issues they see as important in their lives  
• How they feel about the way these issues are represented (or not) in the media 
• How they think children are represented in the media  
• What children’s rights they see as being violated by the media (if any)  
• How children think other children should be protected in the news media. 

 
 

 
Children in East London studying the local newspaper  
 
Workshop outline 
The following table is an outline of the activities we did with children in Workshop 1. It is 
written in the form of instructions to the researcher.  
  
Workshop 1 
Activity  Rationale/aims 
Questionnaire 
Children fill in a short questionnaire with 
the researchers. (This is reproduced in 
Appendix 1) 
 

 
• This will give us some demographic 

data, contact data and also an idea 
of their media exposure, e.g. do 
they have access to TV and radio 
and newspapers, and do they 
watch the news.  

 
Introductory games  
 
 
 
 

• To help the children and young 
people get to know each other and 
the facilitators.  

• These games will also emphasise 
the idea that they all come from 
different environments and have 
different life experiences and 
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everyone's ideas are important and 
need to be represented. 

  
Activity 1: Why are we here?  
We explain what media monitoring is and 
that we are here to help MMP to develop 
indicators for their monitoring of the media 
over the next few months 
 
 
 
 

 
• This will give the children a sense 

of what the purpose is behind what 
they are doing  

• If they understand that their input 
has directed the monitoring they 
will be motivated to be involved 
with the monitoring themselves 

 
Activity 2: What are the important 
issues for children? (pairs)  
 
Working in pairs children write down on a 
set of cards what they think are the 
important issues for children. Cluster them 
through a group discussion process.  
 

 
 

• To let the children, without any 
input from adults or the group, 
identify what they see as the key 
issues faced by children in South 
Africa. These issues will inform the 
monitoring process. For example, 
monitors will be able to record how 
often these issues are covered in 
news reports.  

• Allow children to work in a non-
threatening way as pairs first and 
then to begin the group process 
through a discussion 

Activity 3: What about the news?  
(Large group and pairs) 
1. A short viewing of the television news 
and radio news and a quick look at some 
newspapers. This will clarify what we mean 
by news media.   
2. A fairly open-ended discussion about 
news media.  
TV 
Do children watch the TV news?  
What do they like about it?  
What don't they like about it?  
What would they like to see on the news?  
Do they see children on the news? 
How do they think children are 
shown/represented on the news? 
Radio 
Similar questions  
Print  
Similar questions  
How do they think children's issues are 
dealt with on the news?  
 

 
 

This discussion will give us an idea of: 
• what their interest is in the news 

media  
• what they like and dislike about the 

news media 
• what they think of the 

representation of children and 
children's issues.  
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Activity 4: Are children in the news?  
(Pairs)  
Give each pair a newspaper from the 
previous week. They find the articles about 
children, cut them out and paste them on 
to a sheet with a title that outlines the issue 
the article is covering.  
 
Discuss the frequency of children's issues 
in the media and which issues are 
represented.    
 

 
 

• This will allow us to record how 
children feel about the frequency 
that children's issues are dealt with. 

Activity 5: Are children victims?  
(Small groups of 4)  
Give each group 2 newspaper articles, 2 
television pieces and one radio broadcast 
that features children in some way. They 
then work through a set of questions for 
each news piece:  

• What issue is being covered? 
• So what do you think about that? 

(open-ended to begin with)  
• Is there a problem here? If so what 

is it? 
• How are children presented here? 
• Is this good or bad for these 

particular children? 
• Is this good or bad for all children? 
• How could it have been done 

differently?  
• Did you hear children themselves 

saying anything?  
 
Each group to present their extract and 
their discussion in a 'summary poster' to 
the rest of the group. Researchers record 
the discussion in the different groups.   
 
After watching / listening to / reading a 
number of different reports we then 
generated a list of the 'good things' and 
'bad things' as the children see them.  
 

 
This will allow us to understand:  

• what children interpret as 
victimisation 

• what children see as 'good practice' 
and bad practice 

The discussion around the questions 
will be used to feed into the 
development of indicators for 
monitoring 

Activity 6: What we want to say to 
media professionals (large group) 
 
We then paint a very big painting as a 
whole group that shows what the main 
issues / problems are that children face. 
They talk as a group about what they will 

 
 
This will allow children to: 

• identify the protective measures 
children need  

• consolidate their ideas in a 
concrete way  
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paint.  
 
Discuss what they have drawn. Probe to 
make sure that we understood what each 
issue is.  
 
Talk about their rights in relation to the 
video we are making of this process. 
 

 

 
All the discussion during Workshop 1 was taped, transcribed and then analysed. A 
number of themes were generated. The findings below are presented around these 
themes. The findings from all three groups are presented together.  
 
Plans for workshops 2 and 3  
Workshop 2 will train children to undertake some monitoring of their own and Workshop 
3 will allow them to read and comment on the results of their monitoring and the MMP 
monitoring process and also prepare for the presentations to media professionals. As 
there will be some time between the different workshops we will stay in touch with the 
children through a simple newsletter informing them about the next workshop. See 
Appendix 2.  
 
 
3. Findings: What the children had to say  
 
The workshops were not always easy to facilitate as children did not display much media 
literacy. They tended to talk about the content of the different news articles that we used 
in the workshop rather than about the way the pictures were taken or the article was 
written or filmed. Researchers had to keep probing around the approach and format.  In 
spite of this, once they understood that we were looking at the way in which children 
were represented they were able to think critically and discuss the articles.  
 
The different television and news articles generated much discussion amongst the 
children. This is important as it shows that children are concerned with the issues 
although they could not always express what bothered them about a particular 
photograph or article. They were able to discuss the news articles with each other and in 
doing so raised many of the key issues around children in the media. We have 
represented some of this debate in Appendix 3 as the individual quotes used throughout 
the report are used thematically rather than as a narrative. 
 
Some of the print media news articles are reproduced in Appendix 3. They have been 
numbered and cross-referenced to quotes.  The numbers appear after the quotes in this 
form (1).  
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Theme 1: Children and the news media 
 
One of the activities was a discussion around which kinds of news media children 
interacted with most and what they thought of them.    
 
The following table gives basic information about the children’s access to news media.   
 
 
 

TV in 
home  

Watch 
TV 
news  

Radio 
in 
home  

Listen 
to radio 
news  

Newspaper 
at least 
twice a 
week  

Read 
newspapers 

Gauteng  9 
 
 
 
 
 

7 9 4 6 6 

E Cape  
 
 

8 9 the 
child who 
does not 
have a TV 
goes to a 
neighbour 
to watch 

8 3 4 1 

KZN  
 

9 5 10 6 7 5 

 
During the discussion we questioned the children about their media viewing habits. 
Children said that their parents were more serious than they were about the news and 
that the news was the first choice of programmes for parents so the children tended to 
watch with them as they could not watch anything else.  
 

My father is always saying, ‘it’s the news! Be quiet now. So I sit and watch until 
something else comes on. E Cape.  

 
Some children said they did not always watch the whole broadcast.  
 
 It is a little bit boring so I sometimes go and do something else. Gauteng  
 
One child indicated that he watched because he wanted to get local news.  
 

We watch to find out if anything bad has happened to people you know who live 
somewhere else. Gauteng   

 
A few children mentioned that they watched world news because they were afraid of 
how it would affect them. They made this comment in reference to the threat of war with 
Iraq.  
 

I watch because I am worried about the war that is coming. KZN 
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A few children said they did not like to watch news on TV because they did not like to 
see footage of accidents and shootings. 
 

I hate to see the blood on the road. They always show that and it makes me 
scared it will happen to me. KZN  

 
Children said they listened to music on the radio mostly but sometimes listened to the 
news. They also mentioned that the radio was often on in the background and in this 
way they heard the news.  
 

Sometimes the radio has news and it is there in the room but you do not listen. E 
Cape 
  

Children in the Eastern Cape group did not have wide access to newspapers but the 
children in the other groups did have access. Even though children indicated that they 
read the paper they agreed when questioned that they most often just looked over it. 
Only a few children read the newspapers regularly. They indicated that they used the 
newspapers for schoolwork. The children in suburban schools said they sometimes read 
the paper at school.   
 
 
Theme 2: The important issues for children  
 
The initial activity looked at what children thought were the “important issues for children 
in South Africa.” The reason for this activity was because we wanted to compare the 
issues children identified as important with the issues reflected in the news media.  

 
The table below presents the issues identified by children. Although the Gauteng group 
generated more items than the Eastern Cape group their responses were fundamentally 
the same and the table presents a composite list.  
 
 
Getting along with others  
Food  
Water  
Unemployment and how it affects children  
Knowing your rights  
Looking after yourself  
Crime  
Rape  
Child abuse  
Education  
Homes  
Stable environment  
Clothes  
Racism and how it affects children  
 

 
HIV/AIDS and how it affects children  
Sport  
Safety  
Love and respect  
Medical care 
Friends  
Parents  
Looking out for each other  
Poverty  
Health  
Substance abuse  
Peer pressure  
Privacy  
 

 
 
The quotes below illustrate some of the meanings children attach to the issues.  
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Education is important because you can get a good education and you can get a 
better life if you go to school. E Cape  

 
Rights are important to children. The right to be safe and to have a home. 
Gauteng 

 
Food is important. I think a child needs to eat before he goes to school. If a child 
does not eat food before they go to school they really don’t concentrate. You 
must have something in your stomach so that you can think. E Cape  

 
I noticed that kids in this area live in shacks. Kids can’t study in places like this. E 
Cape  
 
Racism is a problem for many children. In our school people don’t like black kids 
coming to their school. KZN 
 
Looking out for each other is important.  
 
I think racism is a problem for many children. People used to tease me because 
my mother is white and my father is black. They didn’t get it, how can that be? 
People need to learn that you are like everybody else, they cannot say they do 
not like you because of your colour.  Gauteng 

  
I stay in a children’s home and I realise how important family is. You can have 
water and food but with no family it is hard. E Cape.  

 
 Safety is important. Children are not safe from abuse and rape. KZN 
 

I think we as girls we need to have a say about rape because we normally blame 
ourselves for being raped. We forget that we did not plan to be raped. Gauteng  

 
Children must be helped to speak up because they are getting raped in their 
houses and when you speak up your parents threaten to chase you out of the 
house. Gauteng  

 
In line with the aim of the workshop, which was to develop monitoring indicators, each 
theme in this report is concluded with suggestions for monitoring, as follows. 
 
 
How could this theme inform the monitoring process?  
 
Monitors could record how often these issues are covered in the news in relation 
to children. Possibly the few issues mentioned in all 3 workshops could be 
selected.  HIV/AIDS, Education, basic needs such as food and water and clothing 
and rights   
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Theme 3: Our issues are not here    
 
Once children had identified the issues that they thought were important for children in 
South Africa we asked them to review news media in order to identify if their issues were 
present.  
 
When children interacted with different news articles in newspapers, watched the 
television news and listened to the radio they made the point that the issues they saw as 
important are not often represented in the news media.  
 

There is nothing on the radio news about children. These guys, they don’t think 
our issues are important. KZN  
 
There are articles about children in this paper but there are not enough. There 
could be more. Why is the cricket so important when children are living on the 
streets? People need to know how kids are living. Why should the world see 
cricket stuff when children are suffering? E Cape   
 
There isn’t enough about children in the newspapers. The people on the 
newspapers they don’t take us seriously. Gauteng  
 
In this newspaper you see more information about cell phones. There is only one 
about children. E Cape  

  
One child gave an interesting reason for this lack of coverage of children’s issues.  
 

Maybe they don’t report because they are ashamed. They do not have any 
answer for us when we say why are we hungry, or why do schools not let us 
come to school so they do not report. They are scared and ashamed to report 
because they don’t have any solutions. E Cape  

 
Children also talked about what issues they would like to see covered in the news.  
 

I would like to see articles about how other children live in other parts of our 
country. E Cape  
 
We want information about HIV/AIDS. Children have to know how to protect 
themselves. KwaZulu-Natal 
 
We want to know when schools reject children with HIV/AIDS. We need to know 
also when schools send children away because they do not have school fees. E 
Cape.  
 
I think they must put in more about children’s rights and responsibilities. Parents 
don’t give children their rights and children need to know about them. Gauteng 
 

 
How could this theme inform the monitoring process?  
 
Monitor what articles appear on children and what topics they deal with.  
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Theme 4: Children are shown as victims  
  
Another theme that arose in discussions with the children was that children are often 
presented as victims in the news media. The children found this a particularly difficult 
issue to articulate because they did not have the vocabulary of media literacy but they 
knew that something was wrong.  
 

I really love this article because it says this boy is a hero. It shows children can 
do things. Gauteng (1) 
 
I think this picture is bad. These children look sick and thin. They do not have 
energy. The way they took the photo is bad. It is not a beautiful photo. It is ugly. 
The way the children are seated on the wheelbarrow. It is not nice at all. E Cape 
(3) 
 
Why must they show this child with the tube in his nose and the medicine. He 
looks sick and very bad. I really don’t like it. They should have taken the tube out 
and then taken the photo. Gauteng (2) 

 
They only show bad things that happen to children they never speak about good 
things that we do as children. E Cape  

 
 
How could this theme inform the monitoring process?  
 
Monitor how often children are presented as overcoming problems and how often 
they are represented as victims.  
 
How many positive news stories are there about children?  
 
 
 
Theme 5: News articles can help children  
 
There was some debate in all three workshops about whether presenting sad stories 
about children was always negative. Some children thought that telling the sad stories 
could help the children in the story because someone might sponsor them.   
 

I think this photo is alright. If it was me I would want my photo in the newspaper. 
No one will help these children if they are not shown on the picture. E Cape (3) 
 
Maybe someone will help this boy now they have heard his story. Gauteng (1) 
 
If it was me I would allow the journalist to tell my story. If I don’t allow them to 
show my picture no one will see that I need help. I think the person who took this 
picture is right but I don’t like the way it is shown. Maybe they can find people 
who will sponsor them. E Cape (3) 

 
I think this child is HIV positive. He is going to die. If people don’t understand his 
situation they may laugh at him (because he is HIV positive) but when they know 
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about HIV/AIDS they will give him support and love. He must be open so he can 
get help. I am not going to get support easily if I am not open about being HIV 
positive. They need to be open so people can help them to cope with the stress. 
Gauteng (2) 
 

 
How could this theme inform the monitoring process?  
 
Perhaps it would be possible to monitor how often stories lead to direct action to 
help the children in the story.  
 
 
 
 
Theme 6: Focus on negative stories  
 
Children talked about how stories that focus on the problems children face, for example, 
hunger and rape and abuse, help to raise awareness amongst other children and 
amongst adults and in this way protect them.  
 

I think it is good to have articles like this. Now I know about children who are 
hungry. I feel bad for them. I wish I could help them but it is not possible because 
I still depend on my parents. E Cape (3) 
 
I think it is good to have these articles about abuse and rape as then grownups 
are made aware. Mothers can warn their children. They will be more careful 
about sending them out at night in the dark. KZN  

 
But they also raised the issue that the media tends to focus on dramatic issues like child 
abuse and tend to ignore other children’s issues.  
 

There is always a story about abuse in the paper and when a child is abused 
then the story is discussed by people on the news but then what about other 
things that happen to children. Teachers beat children and they send them home 
if they have no uniform. What about those stories? KZN 

 
The three groups of children also discussed the fact that news media focuses on 
negative stories rather than positive stories about children.  
 

People think children are always in trouble, that they cannot do anything for 
themselves. E Cape  

 
 
How could this theme inform the monitoring process?  
 
There is a need to monitor how often issues other than abuse are featured in news 
media.  
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Theme 7: Revealing identities 
 
Children were eloquent about news articles that reveal the identity of particular children. 
They were quite adamant in all the groups that rape and abuse survivors should not be 
identified.  
 

Maybe one day if a teacher knows and the girl is making noise in class with other 
children she will call her funny names. Gauteng  
 
It is not good to show his face. Everyone knows him and will laugh at him. KZN 
(5) 

 
This girl will grow up and then when she grows up she will see what they said 
about her and will be very sad. E Cape  

 
They identified articles that hid the child’s identity as good practice.  
 

I think it is better that there is no photo because if you had the face it will affect 
the child. If they had the details about the child you can go and find that child 
then the child will be more scared and people will tease her. They will keep on 
bringing back the subject. It won’t be good and healthy for the child. Gauteng (7) 

 
This is good because (it does not show her face) if they had shown her face, 
when she walked on the street everybody was going to unrespect her. She was 
going to be teased by other children. E Cape  (4) 

 
I think it is fine to not show the face of the child because this child will be teased 
if everyone knew her. KZN (7) 
 

Children pointed out the irony of protecting the identity of the perpetrator but revealing 
the identity of the victim.  
 

They don’t show a person who is a suspect and a criminal but they show the 
person he raped. KZN 

 
Here the teacher was wrong but she is not in the picture - the boy is there. The 
teacher should be shown. E Cape (5) 
 
The teacher is guilty and the whole world should see him or her. What she did is 
wrong. Gauteng (5) 

 
If people do crime you can’t see their face. But you often see the face of the 
innocent children. They were supposed to protect and respect the face of a child. 
Gauteng  

 
 
How could this theme inform the monitoring process?  
 
Monitor for news reports that unethically reveal the identity of children. 
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Theme 8: Allow us to speak for ourselves  
 
Children in all groups talked about how few journalists interview children themselves and 
ask them to tell their story. They liked a television news insert that showed young 
children on their first day of school because the reporters interviewed the children 
themselves.  
 

 
 
One child in the Eastern Cape group also pointed out that it sometimes helps children if 
they speak for themselves.  
 

I think it helps to speak. This child did speak. She said she is scared of the rapist. 
She had freedom of speech. We can trust it because she said it herself. It will 
help her to speak out about what happened. E Cape (4) 
 

 
Theme 9: Asking children to tell traumatic stories  
 
One of the newspaper articles the children looked at told the story of a young boy whose 
family had been massacred in front of him. In the Eastern Cape group children talked 
about how wrong it was for the reporter to have interviewed the child.  
 

I think it is wrong to get him to tell his story. That makes him think too much 
about the bad thing that happened. E Cape (1) 
 
I think it is wrong to keep on asking him questions. It will make him confused and 
more scared. When he answers their questions a picture of what happened will 
come to his mind. E Cape (1) 

 
I think they should not have shown this child’s face next to the coffin of his family. 
People will know him and then will ask what happened and then he will always 
remember. E Cape  (1) 

 
 
How could this theme inform the monitoring process?  
 
Monitor how often children in trauma are interviewed.  
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Theme 10: Ask for our permission 
 
An interesting discussion arose in the KZN and Gauteng groups about asking children 
for permission. There was some debate but generally the groups felt that younger 
children could not give their permission to be interviewed or photographed and that 
parents should be asked too.  
 

I think young children cannot give permission. Parents must do it. Only at say 10 
or 11 do you know, you just think ‘I am going to be on TV!’ Gauteng  

 
The group said, however, that children should also be asked. With young children they 
should be asked with their parents. With older children it was very important to ask the 
child because sometimes parents might consent against the child’s wishes. They also 
said parents were not always correct.   
 

This story shows that parents do not always do the right thing. I think this boy 
was just thinking ‘I am going to be in the papers and on TV!  
His mother should not have let them take the picture. KZN 

  
 
How could this theme inform the monitoring process?  
 
It may be possible to contact the journalist and ask who gave permission.  
 
 
 
4. Conclusion  
 
In spite of the lack of media literacy it is clear that children showed advanced critical 
thinking skills and were outspoken about the rights of children in the news media 
context. As Appendix 3 shows they were also able to articulate many of the issues that 
would be raised in an adult debate about children in the media.   
 
What is interesting about many of the things children said is that they talk often about 
‘them’ and ‘they’ when referring to the people who write the articles and take the 
pictures. The use of these words suggests that children see adults as guiding the writing 
of news for a particular end. The children’s comments show that they feel powerless to 
influence the news. For the children the news is something that adults make. This is why 
workshops such as this are so important as they give children a sense of their own 
power over media. One child expressed this very idea when she said 

 
It is good that they ask us because we are children. We know how other children 
feel when people do things like take a photo like this one. E Cape (3) 
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Appendix 1: Questionnaire   
 
Date  
 
Name  
 
Age  
 
School  
 
Grade  
 
Area you live in  
 
Do you have a TV at home?  
 
Do you have a radio at home?  
 
Do you get the newspaper at home?  
 
Do you watch news on TV? 
 
Do you listen to news on radio?  
 
Do you read the newspaper?  
 
Draw your house and the people who live in it.  
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Appendix 2: Newsletter   
 

Children’s Rights and the news! 
Media Monitoring Project 

 
“There isn’t enough about children in the newspapers. 

The people on the newspapers they don’t take us seriously.” 
 

Can you find yourself in one of these photos?  

East London             Pinetown  

 
     Johannesburg  
 
We held three workshops around the country to find out what young people thought 
about children in the news. You took part in one of these workshops. You all had lots to 
say about children in the news. We took all the things you said and sorted them into a 
list of issues. You will find the list on the back page.  
 
What will happen now  
The Media Monitoring Project will now train a team of adults to watch the television 
news, read the papers and listen to the radio news for 3 months. This is called 
monitoring. They will use the list of issues from your workshops (see back page) to guide 
their monitoring.  
You will also be involved in monitoring. See the back page for news about the 
next workshop!  
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These were some of the things you said in your workshops:  
� The issues that are important to us are not in the news. Journalists should write 

and make articles about some of the problems children face like poverty, crime, 
abuse, peer pressure and drugs. They should also write about things that are 
important to us like education and rights and respect.  

� We need more news about children who have done good and brave things. Tell 
us about children who are heroes not only about children who are victims.  

� Sometimes people read about children’s problems and then help them by 
sending money.  

� Photos of children who have been abused or raped should never be shown. If 
something bad has happened to a child their face should not be shown.  

� Journalists should not interview children when something bad has happened and 
the children are sad or upset.  

� Journalists should ask children’s permission before using their photos.  
� Young children do not understand about permission so they should ask the 

parents.  
� Ask us what we think – don’t just ask the grown-ups.  
 

 
Don’t miss the next workshop!  

 
If you live in Johannesburg we will have the next workshop on the 19th April at 
Saxonwold School. We will phone your teachers before the workshop to let them know 
when we will fetch you. 
 
If you live in East London (and PE) or in Pinetown (and Durban) we will meet on the 3rd  
May. We will phone you all before the workshop to let you know about lifts. We are 
looking forward to seeing you! We will show you how you can monitor the news.  
 
Love from  
 
Glynis, Kgethi, Musa and Jessie  

 
If you or your parents or teachers want more information about the next workshop you 
can phone us on (011) 482-4083 
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Appendix 3: Some of the print media news articles we used in 
the workshops and some of the discussion they generated  
 
Note: The discussions come from all 3 workshops.  
 
1. 

 
Sunday Times 2 February 2003  
 
Child 1: This article is about a boy who lost his family because they shoot all his family 
dead.  
Child 2: It is a sad article because they decided to kill his family.  
Child 1: what happened to him is bad. I also think it is a good advantage to show his 
face because no one will help him if people don’t be aware of what happened to him. No 
one will take care of him.  
Researcher: You mean this article will help him?  
Child 2: He might be lucky and find a sponsor. 
Researcher: No, I think this article is bad for him.  
Child 1: No, it is good because they have called him a hero here. What happen to him is 
bad but letting people know is a good way for him to heal. 
Child 3: I think when he is alone he will always think about it. When he told the story [to 
the journalist] he thought about it and he will think every time.   
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2. 

  
Sunday Independent 8 June 2002  
 
Child1: I think this child is HIV positive. He is going to die. If people don’t understand his 
situation they may laugh at him (because he is HIV positive) but when they know about 
HIV/AIDS they will give him support and love. He must be open so he can get help.  
Child 2: You mean people who are HIV positive should talk about it?  
Child 1: I am not going to get support easily if I am not open about being HIV positive. 
They need to be pen so people can help them to cope with the stress.  
Child 3: I don’t like it. I think they shouldn’t show the face. Other people will know now 
and laugh at him at school.  
Child1: I agree with D. Why did they decide to take this photo when he was taking the 
medicine? Why did they decide to take a photo that makes him look so bad? Why must 
they show this child with the tube in his nose and the medicine. He looks sick and very 
bad. I really don’t like it. They should have taken the tube out and then taken the photo.  
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3.  

 
Saturday Star 18 January 2003  
 
Child 1: I think this picture is bad. These children look sick and thin. They do not have 
energy. The way they took the photo is bad. It is not a beautiful photo. It is ugly. The way 
the children are seated on the wheelbarrow. It is not nice at all.  
Child 2: If it was me I would allow the journalist to tell my story. If I don’t allow them to 
show my picture no one will see that I need help. I think the person who took this picture 
is right but I don’t like the way it is shown. But taking the picture was a good idea. Maybe 
they can find people who will sponsor them.  
Child 3: I think the way he made them sit in the wheelbarrow is a problem.  
Child 4: I think they should let the children speak for themselves but unfortunately it 
won’t be possible they are weak they cannot even remove flies that fly into their face. 
How will they manage to speak. The person who did speak on behalf of them he is right.  
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4. 

 
The Star January 15 2003  
 
Child 1: I think this is very well done. It is good they have not shown the face here. It is 
good because if they had shown her face when she walked on the street everybody was 
going to unrespect her. She was going to be teased by other children.  
Child 2: I think it is good because one day when she gets older she will read this and she 
will know why she went into care. She would know that people took her problems 
seriously.  
Child 1: Also the child did speak she said she is scared of the uncle. It is good because 
she had freedom of speech and people can know what she said herself but they cannot 
know it is her because there is no picture.  
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5. 

 
The Star 29 January 2003  
 
Child 1: This story shows that parents do not always do the right thing. I think this boy 
was just thinking ‘I am going to be in the papers and on TV!  
Child 2: His mother should not have let them take the picture.  
Child 3:The children are going to tease him about what happened. When we grows up 
he will see the newspaper. It is very bad.  
Child 2: You can even see what school he goes to.  
Child 3: Here the teacher was wrong but she is not in the picture the boy is there. The 
teacher should be shown.
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6.  

 
The Star September 10 2002  
 
Researcher: Why did the newspaper not publish the photo? 
Child 1: The child will be scared to go outside. It won’t be easy to face the community.  
Child 2: Ja, people will recognise her.  
Child 3: I think the newspaper was right. They have to ask permission from the little girl 
(to publish the photo).  
Researcher: Can a six year old give permission?  
Many voices: No!   
Child 1: Six years old cannot give permission.  
Child 2: But parents can decide for them.  
Child 4: I think it is Ok when parents give permission.  
Child 3: I will not have a problem if my parents decide for me because they will speak 
with me first before they decide.  
Child 4: But sometimes parents do not do the right decisions. Like the boy with the 
hosepipe and his mother. (see article 5)  
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7.  

 
The Star 15 January 2003  
 
Child 1: If you look at this child I would not know who it was.  
Child 2: I think that is alright. Do you want the child to appear so we can see who it is?  
Child 1: No, I think it is better that there is no photo because if you had the face it will 
affect the child. If they had the details about the child you can go and find that child then 
the child will be more scared and people will tease her. They will keep on bringing back 
the subject. It won’t be good and healthy for the child.  
Child 3: It is nice to know what happened but it is good not to recognise the child.  
 


